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Updates 

Broadland WaterLIFE Bid - water sensitive 
farming in chalk stream catchments 
WWF-UK is inviting applications from experienced 
organisations to partner with and support water sensitive 
farming approaches within two chalk stream catchments 
where sugar beet is grown as part of the rotation. An 
overarching objective is moving the catchments towards good 
ecological health as defined by the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD). 
This work will deliver against two overlapping programmes:     
(i) WaterLIFE, an EC-funded LIFE project that commenced in 
2014 and will run until June 2017 
(ii) The WWF-UK and Coca-Cola Freshwater Partnership which 
commenced in 2015 and will continue until June 2018. 

WWF-UK intends to deliver this work through continuous 
contracts from autumn 2015 to June 2018, with the same 
delivery partner(s) and catchments. It is anticipated that there 
will be a budget of up to £70,000 per year, for each of three 
years, for each catchment. 

Norfolk Rivers Trust has submitted an Expression of Interest 
on behalf of the Broadland Catchment Partnership. The 
bedrock geology for the upper Bure, Wensum and Yare is 
chalk resulting in high baseflow, calcareous water and chalk 
stream flora and fauna. 

WWF staff came on a site visit to the catchment on 
Wednesday 30 September as part of the application process. 
WWF staff met with Broads Authority Chief Executive John 
Packman and Norfolk Rivers Trust Director David Diggens 
before visiting ‘Farmers Weekly 2014 Farmer of the Year’ Poul 
Hovesen at the Salle Estate to discuss his approach to 

sustainable profitable arable farming and protection of the 
water environment. Faye Outram showed the visitors the 
continuous water quality monitoring kiosk on the Blackwater 
Drain as part of the Wensum Demonstration Test Catchment. 
If the bid is successful funding will be available to farmers and 
landowners for capital expenditure between 2016 and 2018. 

Eligible items 
could include 
concrete for 
farm yards 
and sugar 
beet pads 
and much 
more. 

Photo: Sugar 
beet storage 
pad - Richard 
Cooper 

 

Sediment traps could also be supported, building upon the 
‘Slow the Flow’ project that is currently under way to 
construct rural sustainable drainage systems (RSuDS) across 
the catchment. RSuDS are generally low tech, low cost 
solutions that can improve the quality of run-off from fields, 
roads and urban development. 

Many RSuDS are already in place in the catchment but more 
widespread adoption is sought given increasing extreme 
rainfall events. The BCP is targeting less productive, marginal 
areas of agricultural fields and existing drains and ponds. 

The Broadland Catchment Partnership is seeking to 
address issues around water quality, water 
availability, flooding, wildlife habitat and recreation 
by joining up the management of land and water in 
the Broadland Rivers Catchment (see opposite). 

The catchment includes the area that feeds water 
into the rivers Bure, Waveney, Wensum and Yare 
and out to sea at Great Yarmouth. The aim of this 
newsletter is to share relevant information on issues, 
evidence and activity. Please send us articles. 

The partnership is involving communities, investor 
organisations, companies and farmers in working 
together to improve the catchment. If you want to 
join the partnership, have any queries, or wish to 
unsubscribe from this newsletter please contact: 

Neil Punchard, Catchment Officer 
neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk 
Mobile: 07900 266496 

mailto:neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk
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Septic tanks and small sewage treatment plants 

As part of efforts to improve water quality and reduce 
pollution, new general binding rules have been introduced 
that simplify the way septic tanks and small sewage treatment 
plants are regulated in England. The rules are simple to follow 
and reduce pollution by ensuring people maintain septic tanks 
and small sewage treatment plants properly. 

The general binding rules can be read in full 
at www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules but here are the main 
things that people need to do: 

 Systems must not cause pollution and sludge should 
be emptied regularly. 

 Systems must be maintained regularly and faults 
must be fixed straight away. 

 People are limited to discharging a maximum of 
2,000 litres of treated sewage per day into the 
ground or 5,000 litres of treated sewage per day into 
flowing water - if any more is discharged, a permit is 
required. To calculate how much a system is 
discharging, go to: www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules. 

 People must speak to the Environment Agency 
before installing a new system to check if a permit is 
required. 

By working in partnership we can encourage people to protect 
the local environment and improve local water quality by 
maintaining their septic tanks and treatment plants properly. 

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) update 

 

CSF is a joint Natural England, Environment Agency and Defra 
project offering advice and grants to help farmers reduce 
diffuse water pollution from agriculture. CSF will be offering 
free advice over the coming autumn and winter months to 
reduce sediment and phosphate runoff which can affect the 
valuable habitats and species of the Broadland River SSSIs, 
and pesticide runoff which can affect our drinking water.  

Farmers will be invited to attend workshops on improving soil 
management (especially post-harvest), the benefits and 
practicalities of using cover crops and controlled traffic 
farming, and how to manage ditches sensitively to reduce soil 
entering the watercourse. 

 

CSF also offer free one-to-one farm visits to advise specifically 
on how you could ensure your farm is doing everything 
practical to reduce impacts on the Broadland Rivers, through 
best practice nutrient and manure management and storage, 
soil management, pesticide handling and application, 
machinery management and infrastructure improvements. 

The new Countryside Stewardship Scheme has now been 
launched to replace the old Environmental Stewardship 
Scheme, and by talking to your Catchment Sensitive Farming 
Officer you could improve your chances of getting a ‘Middle 
Tier’ agreement, which is now competitive. You could also be 
eligible for capital items such as concreting yards, sprayer 
wash down areas, and roofing for sprayer wash down areas, 
manure storage, livestock gathering areas, slurry and silage 
stores. 

For more information or to book a visit please call: 
Paul Sorrell 07826940397 or Rosanna Kellingray 07785513119 

Second EAFRD Growth Programme call for New 
Anglia announced 
The second call has been published for projects under the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) 
element of the EU Growth Programme in the New Anglia LEP 
area. 

This call is for micro and small businesses seeking to expand, 
increase productivity and create jobs, and for diversification 
into non-agricultural activities (EAFRD Sub-Measure 6.4). It is 
being run through the Rural Payments Agency. 

Projects can bid for grants of approximately £35k –£140k at an 
intervention rate not exceeding 40% of the eligible costs of 
the project.  Under this Sub-Measure, de-minimis applies in 
relation to state aid therefore grants are capped at a 
maximum of €200,000. 

This call will remain open for a maximum of 12 months, with 
quarterly review points at which times submitted projects will 
be assessed.  The closing date for the first review point under 
this call is set as 5pm on Friday 8

th
 January 2016.  Details of 

the other review points are included in the Call Specification 
which can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/european-
structural-investment-funds/business-support-call-in-new-
anglia-lep-24rd15bs0002. 

The specification includes further information on the nature of 
the call, how to apply and contacts for further information 
and support. 

Further calls under other elements of EAFRD will be published 
over the next few months.  Other calls that are launched, in 
New Anglia or elsewhere in England, through EAFRD, ERDF or 
ESF will be published at https://www.gov.uk/european-
structural-investment-funds  

 

http://www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules
http://www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-stewardship-manual
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/business-support-call-in-new-anglia-lep-24rd15bs0002
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/business-support-call-in-new-anglia-lep-24rd15bs0002
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/business-support-call-in-new-anglia-lep-24rd15bs0002
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
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Support to plant hedgerows and shelter belts: 

Woodland Trust - Disease Recovery Packs 

A number of counties in the UK have been badly hit by ash 
dieback (also known as Chalara dieback of ash). Sadly, Norfolk 
is one of the most highly affected areas, and the disease is 
continuing to spread, with 130,000 hectares of ash woodland 
now under threat across the UK. 

More importantly however, 12 million ash trees are present in 
the wider countryside outside these woods, in fields, 
hedgerows and on roadsides, and it is these which are most at 
risk and could be lost in as little as 10 years. As gaps in these 
crucial habitat connections appear, the impact on wildlife and 
our landscape will be severe. 

In response, the Woodland Trust is supporting landowners to 
fight this risk. With financial support and advice for 
landowners in the most affected areas, the Woodland Trust is 
able to offer Disease Recovery Packs made up of alternative 
native tree species that can be used to plant shelterbelts, 
hedgerows or areas of small woodland – all of which will help 
to protect our landscape for the future. To find out more 
about ash dieback, tree packs and how the Woodland Trust 
can help you, visit: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/treedisease or 
contact the team at plant@woodlandtrust.org.uk or on 0330 
333 5303. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tree planting ©WTML 

Support for river bank and floodplain tree planting 
The Norfolk Rivers Trust is seeking landowners within the 
catchment whose land hosts any watercourse. The project, 
in partnership with the Environment Agency, aims to increase 
tree cover at appropriate locations, proving increased shading 
of watercourses, reducing flood risk where possible and 
enhancing local riverine diversity. Trees and guards will be 
provided and planted by volunteers. Please contact Liam 
on 01263 711299 for more information and to see if your site 
is suitable. 

 

 

Forestry Commission – Free support for grants 

 
 

The Forestry Commission in the East of England and East 
Midlands is promoting free support to forestry businesses 
thinking of applying for grants within the new Rural 
Development Programme. 

Schemes include Countryside Productivity, LEADER and 
Growth Funds from Local Enterprise Partnerships. 

These may offer grants for: 

 Timber harvesting, extraction and primary 
processing  equipment (wood fuel and timber)  

 Storage to dry wood fuel 

 Training 

 Business support 

 Co-operation, collaboration and advisory services 

During the autumn and winter of 2015 a series of free events 
has been organised to inform forestry contractors and owner-
producers about the grants and to promote the support being 
offered. There will be a particular focus on LEADER. 

As there will be limited capacity we encourage you to 
contact the Forestry Commission as soon as possible to book 
a place. In the first instance only one place per business will 
be offered. Please email eandem@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  or 
phone Corinne on 0300 067 4583 
 

 Wednesday 11th November 2015 6.30pm to 9pm. Pie and 
pint: George Hotel, Station Street, Swaffham, Norfolk, 
PE37 7LJ.  

 Wednesday 9th December 2015 2pm to 5pm. Application 
masterclass: Ringshall Village Hall, Lower Farm Road, 
Ringshall, Suffolk, IP14 2JB  

‘Pie and pint’ evening workshops are informal networking 
opportunities including some short presentations, your 
chance to ask questions and discuss proposals, with a drink of 
your choice and some pub grub 

‘Application masterclass’ workshops will go through 
Countryside Productivity and LEADER grant applications in 
detail, with opportunities to ask questions and discuss 
proposals, with tea, coffee and biscuits. 

 
 
 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/treedisease
mailto:plant@woodlandtrust.org.uk
mailto:eandem@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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Project profile 

Norfolk mink project  
American mink have presented a problem for local wildlife for 
the last 30 years or more. This non-native invasive species is 
superbly adept at predating water voles, water fowl, fish and 
bank-side mammals to the point where there are local 
extinctions of some species. 

 
American mink  Copyright 2010 photolibrary.com 

The project was started in 2003, primarily to help halt the 
decline in the water vole population. After an initial focus on 
the River Wensum, in 2006 the project was expanded to cover 
the Broads and the River Nar. Using the experience gained, 
the project embarked on a new strategy in 2012 to help 
reduce mink population densities throughout the entire 
county using a network of volunteers. 

The project is led by Norfolk County Council’s Non-native 
Species Initiative and supported and funded by grants from 
the Environment Agency, Water Management Alliance, Broads 
Authority, a levy on landfill and the EU.  

The aim of the project is to control mink numbers through 
monitoring and humane trapping using an extensive network 
of dedicated volunteers. Over 400 mink have been eradicated 
from the catchment and water vole numbers have risen again 
to the point where we now have a healthy population across 
the whole area. 

However, mink are elusive and mobile, able to travel many 
kilometres over land, and there is a steady trickle of mink into 
the catchment from outside. There are also areas in which no 
one is monitoring or trapping, where mink can re-establish 
themselves and spread to other parts of the rivers. If you 
would like to help, either by monitoring using a mink raft, or 
by trapping, then please contact the project co-ordinator Paul 
Gambling at mink@norfolkmink.org.uk or 07899 756107. 

To see how well your river is doing or for further information 
visit: http://thenorfolkminkproject.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

Research profile 

Sustainable Intensification (SI) 
The sustainable intensification of farming involves increasing 
farm output and competitiveness, whilst simultaneously 
protecting the countryside and enhancing the environment. 

Closely linked with SI is integrated farm management (IFM), 
which describes a practical, whole-farm-business approach to 
improving the economic, environmental and social 
performance of farms. IFM is geared towards sustaining and 
optimising the use of all resources on farm and is built around 
adopting knowledge and innovation alongside beneficial 
husbandry principles and traditional methods. 

Sustainable Intensification Research Platform (SIP) 

 

SIP is a multi-organisation research programme, established 
and funded by Defra to collectively explore the opportunities 
and risks for sustainable intensification (SI), from a range of 
perspectives and scales across England and Wales. 

SIP launched its website (http://www.siplatform.org.uk/) in 
August 2015 which provides information on the research 
programme and updates on the latest news and events. 

The platform comprises of three linked multi-partner, 
transdisciplinary research projects: 

Á SIP 1 | 'Integrated Farm Management for improved 
economic, environmental and social performance' 

Á SIP 2 | 'Opportunities and risks for farming and the 
environment at landscape scales' 

Á SIP 3 | 'The influence of external drivers and actors on the 
sustainability and productivity of English and Welsh 
farming' 

SIP 1 and 2 started in 2014 and will run for three years. SIP 3 
was a six-month scoping study led by ADAS, which was 
completed at the end of 2014. Morley is a study farm. 

As part of SIP 1 ADAS are interviewing farmers from the 
Wensum and Yare catchments to collect data to understand 
both how we can measure SI and how farms are performing in 
terms of SI. 

mailto:mink@norfolkmink.org.uk
http://thenorfolkminkproject.org.uk/
http://www.siplatform.org.uk/
http://www.siplatform.org.uk/events
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Event profile 

Landscape and LEADER workshops 
Natural England is to hold a number of free half-day 
workshops in Norfolk and Suffolk in October to help people 
understand the LEADER funding process.  

The workshops are for those who would like to be, or are, 
involved with environmental land management, and/or 
improving access, tourism and biodiversity.  

Each workshop will focus on a particular theme that links 
LEADER to the natural environment. The LEADER ethos 
encourages partners to work together and collaborate across 
boundaries to deliver projects.  

The effect and influence of the coast and the great rivers of 
the area on the rural economy  

Wednesday 21 October, 10am–1pm, Location: Broads 
Authority, Yare House, Thorpe Road, Norwich, NR1 1RY  

The workshop will address the economic benefit the north 
and east Norfolk coastal areas, and inwards along the Broads, 
provide to their surrounding areas and how this may be 
sustainably developed to link food, access and tourism 
opportunities with the local landscape.  

If you wish to book email emma@powlett.co.uk including the 
name of the workshop you wish to attend, your name, 
organisation, contact details, and additional requirements. An 
agenda and directions will be supplied prior to the workshop. 

Organisation profile 

Essex & Suffolk Water Catchment Management  
 

 
 

Keeping pesticides out of watercourses 
The cultivation, drilling and spraying to establish next year’s 
crop increases the potential for pesticides to enter 
watercourses. The main autumn threat comes from 
Metaldehyde, Propyzamide, Carbetamide and Metazachlor. 
Metaldehyde is the main concern at present, with the levels in 
the Waveney causing Essex and Suffolk Water to pro-actively 
shut-off abstraction to their water treatment works for ten 
days at the end of September. While the dry end to 
September has now allowed concentrations in the river to fall 
sufficiently to allow abstraction to resume, much of the 
freshly drilled wheat and rape land has had slug pellets 
applied and another wet spell will bring with it the risk of a 
return to high levels of metaldehyde in watercourses. 

Essex and Suffolk Water are sampling the river daily to provide 
timely information to manage their abstraction operations.  

 

 

Data from the Waveney and other rivers are reported each 
week in the ‘NFU News from East Anglia’ email bulletin. 

Essex and Suffolk Water works with the Metaldehyde Steering 
Group to promote the ‘Get Pelletwise!’ guidelines to help 
farmers to keep metaldehyde out of watercourses:  

    Help protect watercourses:  

V Use minimum active per ha to 
avoid drainage and run-off 
losses 

V No pellets to be applied 
within six metres of a 
watercourse 

V Do not apply when heavy rain is forecast 

V If drains are flowing do not apply metaldehyde based 
slug pellets 

As well as following the ‘Get Pelletwise’ guidelines above, you 
can ask your agronomist about the following ideas to further 
protect watercourses: 

V Plant buffer strips next to watercourses and leave an 
appropriate width when using pesticides;  

V Fill and clean equipment away from drains and 
watercourses; 

V Keep machines calibrated, especially when changing 
between pellets or products; 

V Consider using precision application methods; 

V Consider reducing your metaldehyde use overall e.g. 
by using lower a.i. or non-metaldehyde pellets on 
highest risk fields and/or headlands. 

Following these guidelines, using buffer strips, low drift 
nozzles, regular calibration, providing safe filling, mixing and 
storage areas is applicable to all pesticide use not just 
Metaldehyde. Working together and adhering to best 
practice, we can help to safeguard drinking water and retain 
highly effective pesticide products for the future. 

 

Photos: Essex &Suffolk Water 

If you farm land that drains to the Waveney, Bure, Trinity 
Broads, or Lound and Fritton Lakes you can benefit from free 
calibration of slug pellet spreading equipment and PA4S 
training. For more information on this please contact Ian 
Skinner on 07919 496949 or ian.skinner@nwl.co.uk. 

mailto:emma@powlett.co.uk
mailto:ian.skinner@nwl.co.uk
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Research profile 

Sediment tracing in rivers 
Attendees at the August BCP Steering Group meeting received 
a presentation from Dr Richard Cooper, Senior Research 
Associate at UEA, on sediment tracing on the Blackwater Drain 
as part of the Demonstration Test Catchment (DTC) research. 

The development of a relatively low cost technique allows 
regular sampling to be undertaken that can help to reveal the 
impacts of rainfall events that would otherwise go 
undetected. Increases in road verge and topsoil material occur 
following rainfall events with roads acting as ‘pathways’ for 
the transfer of material to rivers. 

Some relatively simple, low cost measures such as road side 
sediment traps and bunding or relocating beet pads can help 
to reduce potential impacts on watercourses. 

A copy of a similar presentation can be found here. 

Total loads of suspended particulate matter recorded during 
14 storm events between September 2012 and February 
2014 at two of the Wensum DTC monitoring sites 

Courtesy of Dr Richard Cooper, UEA. 

 

In the news 

Anglian Water 
Coastal pollution targeted by eye in the sky camera 
Potential sources of pollution affecting the East Anglian 
coastline are being targeted by a camera mounted in a small 
aircraft. This is being used by Anglian Water to monitor 
sewage that might end up in bathing waters. It can spot 
pollutants that cannot easily been seen from the ground. 

The company hopes evidence from the £350,000 camera will 
help persuade offenders to fix the problems. To read the full 
story click here. 

Consultations 

Defra 
New rules to tackle diffuse pollution from agriculture 
Consultation has opened on a proposal for a small number of 
new basic rules for all farmers to help reduce water pollution 
from agriculture. 

Defra want to know what you think about the proposed new 
rules. They will also improve farm efficiency and build on good 
practice. The proposed rules relate to managing phosphorus. 
They would not be part of cross compliance. The proposals 
have been developed with advice from the agriculture 
industry. Click here to complete the consultation. 

Courses 

Train East: http://www.traineast.co.uk/ 
Training News Oct - Dec 2015. 

Dates 
14-15 Oct Wetland Futures Conference 

The Priory Rooms, Birmingham  
21 Oct LEADER - coast, rivers, rural economy 
 Broads Authority, Norwich: 10am-1pm 
 Booking essential. 
22 Oct Morley Farm Walk - Cover Crops and 

Cultivations Morley Business Centre, NR18 
9DF, 10am-1pm. Booking essential. 

11 Nov Forestry Commission - Pie & Pint 
George Hotel, Station Street, Swaffham, 
Norfolk, PE37 7LJ: 6:30-9pm. 

Booking essential. 

11 Nov Ecosystem services - workshop Globaqua & 
Broads Authority. Location TBC. 10am-1pm.  

19 Nov  Precision Farming: The Next Turn 

Duxford, Cambridge, CB22 4QR: 9am-4pm 
Booking essential. 

25 Nov  BCP Steering Group meeting 

  Broads Authority, Norwich: 10am-1pm 

http://www.wensumalliance.org.uk/presentations/04jul13_year4_conference/Wensum2013_Richard.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-34334540
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/new-rules-to-tackle-diffuse-water-pollution-from-agriculture-in-england
http://www.traineast.co.uk/
http://www.traineast.co.uk/images/Newsletters/east/oct-dec%20training%20news%202015ws.pdf
http://www.ascommunications.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/AS-Communications-UK-Ltd-The-Next-Turn-Booking-Form.pdf

