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The Broads Plan, the key management plan for the Broads, is under r€oesultation on the
reviseddraft BroadsPlan igaking placérom Monday 7 June to Friday 13 August 2010 .

During the corsultation period, thedraft Plarwill be availableon our website atwww.broads
authority.gov.ukand at our head office aBroads Authority Dragonfly House, 2 B&lers Way,
Norwich NR3 1UB tel. 01603 61034

The planwill alsobe available at ®ads Information Centres afThe Quay, Fen Lane, Becgles
Station RoadHovetor; Toad Hole Cottage Museum, How Hill, LudhaBridge Road, Potter
HeighamThe Staithe, RanwortrandWhitlingham Country Park, Trowes Norwich (see our
website for locationsand opening times)

Reference copies of the Plan Wik available at our constituent county and district coumahd
offices (Norfolk, Suffolk, Broadland, Great Yarmouth, North Norfolk, Norwich, South Norfolk
ard Waveney) and at selected libraries. See our website for full details.

How to submit comments
Comments on the draft Plan should kabmittedin writing by the closing date dfriday 13

August 2010 . Comments may benadeon our websiteat www.broadsauthority.gov.ukby
post to our head officdaddress above)r by email to:broadsplan@broadauthority.gov.uk

We haveasked you someguestions irthe draft Plan, but please feel free to comment on any p
of the Plan as you wish. Please include your contact details (hame, organisation, postal add
email addressn your response.

All responses to this consultationill be made public angublished on our websitdnformation
on the next stages in thBlanreview proces will bepublishedon our website following the end
of the consultation.

Thank you for takinghe time to read the draft Broads Pla¥our views are important to us, so
please tell us what you think!

Andrea Long
Director of Planning and Strategy
Broads Authority
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1 Introduction

1.1 The Broads

The Broads isn internationally protected wetlandch in natural and cultural heritage and one of the

nati onds 0 b Htisa areaiofiB3g3ksd@mandighiy@round the flood plains and lower reaches

of three main rivers the Bure, Yare and Wavendyand their tributaries, the Thurne, AnWWensumand

Chet. Amainly open, undeveloped landscapesaicof rivers, broadsfens marshes and woodlarrich in

rare habitatsand specigh e Br oads i s also one of Eur opO&kmsef most
navigable, Idcfree rivers and open water bodies.

The Broads was established as a member of theNaionalPark family under the Norfolk an&uffolk
Broads Act 1988.

1.2 The Broads Authority

The Broads Authority is a Special Statutory Authosstablished nder the 1988Broads Actto manage
the Broads for thefollowingthree purposes none of which takes precedence

A Conserving and enhaimg the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Broads;
A Promoting opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities

of the Broads by the public; and
A Protecting the interests of navigation.

The Authority must also hze regard to

A The national importance of the Broads as an area of natural beauty and one which
affords opportunities for opesir recreation;

A The desirability of protecting the natural resources of the Broads from danzagk;

A The needs of agriculturena forestry and the economic and social interests of those
who live or work in the Broads.

Further provisions for the regulation and management of the navigationveeea made through the
Broads Authority Act 2009.

1.3 The Broads Plan

The Broads Rn is the single most important document for the Broads. It is a strategic management plan
that sets out the vision, aims and objectives for Bre@ads indicating how the purposes and duties set out
in the Broads Actswill be delivered

The Authority is required to reviewand updatehe Broads Plaat least every five yearShis draft Plan has
been preparedollowing acomprehensiveeview of Broads Plar2004and consideration of the issues,
challenges and opportunities facing the Broads now andeifutioire d in particular, the impacts of climate
change and sea level riseupdates the 26/ear Visiorto take account of new and changing circumstances,
challenges and opportunities facing the Bromd2030 and beyondand sets out new shoitierm objectives

to be delivered during the life of the plan-{byears)

1 Norfolk and Suffolk Broads Act 1988 and Broads Authority Act 2009
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Draftobj ecti ves and actions (O0means to achieved) are

¢ Theme 1: Long -term future of the Broads in response to climate change
This crosscutting theme examigs the need to understand and respond to the key challenges
facing the Broads over the next 80 yeargpresented byclimate change and sea level rise

e Theme 2: Sustainable Management of the Broads
This themelooks atlandscape charactecultural herige agricultureand land management,
biodiversity, anananagementf the navigation area

e Theme 3: Sustainable Use of the Broads
This theme includepromoting understandinggnjoymentand wellbeingsustainable tourispraccess
andrecreation anddevelgpment, economy and sustainable communities.

14 Other plans and strategies

The BroadsPlan is the overarching document that coordinates and integrates sthaiegiesplans and
policies relevant to the Br o2aldegevien oftihe Plarhizalsaut hor i t
informed by the following documents:

A The Environmental Repassesseany significargnvironmental, economic and social impacts of
implementing the Plarn Appropriate Assessmairttich considers the impacts of theaRlon
conservation sites designated under the European Habitats Diretiaésocarried out.

The draft Environmental Repoand Appropriate Assessment are publistiedconsultation
alongside the draft Broads Plarhe documentswill be availabléo viewon t he Aut hor i ty?o
at www.broadsauthority.gov.ulduring the consultation period.

A The State of the Park Repaohtainskey environmental, economic and social information about the
Broads. Tt datahelps to identify the issudacingthe Broads and trends and changes that affect its
special qualities and character.

A The Equalities Impact AssessfieQtA) identifies the potential impact of the Plan on different groups
in the community, ensung it fulfils the requirements of andiscrimination and equalities legislation.

15 Financing the Plan

The downturn in the current national economic climate is expected to improve only gradually over the
lifetime of this Plandgnificant pressureropublic sector finances and budgets will affect all key agencies at
work in the Broads, especially those that are centrally or publicly funded, including the Broads Authority,
Environment Agency andatural EnglandAll public sector bodies will be undéncreasing pressure to find
efficieny savingsat least up until 2012 when the most severe squeeze is expected to be felt.

Thiswill impact on the ability of the Authority and its partners to deliver a numbeplahs projects and
initiatives in tle BroadsPlan. The adopted Plan needs to be realistic and capable of delivéfijile
aspirations will remain high, some difficult choices will need to be made abotities for funding
External funding sources will become increasingly important, parlictitse that support partnership
working. During the life of this Plan, the Authority wdbntinueworking on a number of external funding
grantbids(as well as taking forwarexistinggrant awarded programmesahd investigating other potential
sources of financial suppgrsuch as corporate sponsorship and visitor contribution schemes

2 See Broads Plan SA Environmental Refisttof key doments; also see Appendix 3
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As part of theconsultation on this draft Plagpur views are invited on whatou consider to behe key
priorities for the Broads over thenext 5-7 years (see questn 12).

16 Implementation amabnitoring
Implementation of the Broads Plasmonitored and evaluateoh a number of ways, including
A The Authorityds annual business planning and b

A A small set of overarching strategic priogisi for the Authority. Progress reports are taken to
quarterly Authority meetings.

A The statutory Broads Plan review process, which assesses achievements and updates émel a
objectives in the Plan.

A The State of the Park Repamtd SAEnvironmental Rt whichprovide data on changes atréndsin
the health of the environment, economy and local communities within the Broadsitéof
performance indicators helps to assess progress toward®tjectives andong term aims in the
Plan and the imp#& of its implementation.
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2 Context for the Plan

2.1 Sustainable Development

The Broads is an ever changing landscegfeenced and shaped over centuriesdnywironmental,

social, economic, technological and political factors. Over the oestury the Broads will continue

to change, and some changes may be significant. Looking to thiefamgorizon, probably the

greatest challenge facing the Broads is the impact of climate change and sea level rise. Other
significant changes in globalfional and regional economies, demands on food and energy resources,
and population growth and demands for housing and infrastructure in the East of England will also
impact upon the landscape and communities of the Broads.

While we cannot accurately pdict what the Broads will look likein50 00 year s6 ti me,
understanding and responding now to the challenges alyeadied by the principles of sustainable
developmentwill helpus to plan dongterm future that maintainghe Broadsas aunique,specihand
valued landscape.

The longterm management and development of the Broadsased on the key principles of sustainable
developmentto live within environmental limits, achieving a sustainable economy and ensbettgra
guality of life for evergne, now and for generations to com&he Broads Plan will contribute to the
delivery of the four priorities set out in the UK Government Sustainable Development Steategyely

A Sustainable production and consumption;

A Climate change and energy;

A Natural resource protection and environmental enhancement; and
A Sustainable communities

The wetland ecosysterhsf the Broads provide avide rangeof goods andservices. These include
provision of water flowgclean water and airecreation and amenity, educatigobs,food production,
visual beauty and inspiratidfood managemenand climate regulation, including carbon stordgee coss
of investing in the sustainabltensenation and enhancement die Broadsneed to becounterbalanced
with these significat and valuabléenefitsthat the areabrings to society as a whol&@hese benefits will
become increasinglynportant as we meet thdongterm challengs aheadAs custodian of a high value
resourceand member of the family of National Parkse Broads lasa key role to play aa model of
healthy sustainable living aredow carbon economy

22 Waterways for Everyone

In early 2010, the Government consulted @vaterways for Everypite draft strategy for inland waterways
in England and Wales.h& strategysets out how waterways and their surroundings can contribute to a
wide range of public benefits, including creating space for recreation and healthy activity both on the
waterways and alongside, acting as a catalyst for regeneration, encgunagepeople to holiday at
home, encouraging green transport and creating green jobs and volunteering opportunities.

The multiple benefitthe Broads delivers to society as a whole is acknowledged within this document
Government recognition of the imptance and value of waterways is very welconmeparticularthe
actions to gain greater understanding of the drainage function of wateravaithe value of the ecosystem
serviceghat waterways providdlt is hoped that the results of such studies wattbvide further evidence
for the need for additional funding to supparavigation authorities in the deliveoy the goods and
services that waterways provide.

3 Securing the Future, Defra (2005)

4 An 6ecosystemd refers to the dynamic and complex interactio
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There is a high expectation that navigation authorities will deliver across the board of pofiago meet
identified potential benefitandopportunities. In the current economic climate, the focus is on developing
partnerships and developing cooperation between navigation authorities, althougbcibgmised that this
will not provide the whole answer.

2.3 Guidingrinciples

A set of Guiding Principles concerned with sustainable developmasincluded in Broads Plan 200fhe
majority of these principlebave been integrated across thelevantaims and objectives inithdraftPlan.
The followingoverarchingprinciples have, however, been retained intact:

e Where there are likely threats of serious or irreversible damage to the environment, as a precaution, cost
effective measures will be taken to prevent environmental degrhesdioseimce of full scientific certainty
of the outcome of such thréafuch precautionary action will be based on assessment of the costs and
benefits of action, and transparency in dewdiom.(Guiding Principle 9, Broads Plan 2004)

e Managementiivbe soundly informed by scientific knowledge and interventions monitored appropriately.
Gaps in knowledge will be addressed by research and, where feasible, precautionary measures will be tak
while such knowledge is outstan@huiding Principle @, Broads Plan 2004)

24 Working in partnership

While its production is the responsibility of the Broads Authority, the Broads Plan is for everyone with an
interest in the future of the Broadssuccessfudeliveryof the Planvery much depends on a gled vision
and commitment to partnership workin@nd on the best use of shared resources

A priority outcome intheG o v e r n Wisian foilhesEnglisNational Parks and the Brédsise para 2.4is

to work in partnership to maximise benefits and mige costs. Authorities are expected to show overall
leadership in their Park, championing the special qualities and acting as a catalyst in encouraging others to
work together towards a shared vision.

The Authority works with a wide range of organisatis, interestand usergroups andocalcommunities
that are crucial to achieving its dutidéey statutory agencies are represented amdsgnembers, and
many of the norstatutory organisations are represented on the Broads Forum. The Authority is also
continuing to look at new and better ways &ngage with local communities to highlight local needs and
help it deliver effective responses

25 Longerm Vision

During the last Broads Plan review (2002), people were asked tmentify the special quties of the

Broads Manyreferred to the wide, open landscape with its winding waterways and big skies; the

abundance and diversity of nature, some of which is unique to this wetland; the sense of space, tranquillity
and wildness; the local character afautiful churches, windmills and quiet villages; and the opportunity for
boating, especially sailing, among the range of opportunities on land and water for all to enjoy these special
gualities.

From this feedback, and building on the vision setouhirt 1997 Broads Pl an, a sha
Br oads t oprepaded Bhs visiraisbeindurther developedand updatediuring ths Broads Plan
review (Table 2), taking into accouttie Governmentvision(Table 1)andlookingforward to 2030.

5 Based on the definition of the Precautionary ApproaétidBéictaratioon Environment and Developni&@?2.
® UK Government Vision and Circular for English National Parks and the Broads, Defra, March 2010
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Table 1: Vision for the EnglishNational Parks and the Broads

By 2030 English National Parks and the Broads will be places where:

e There are thriving, living, working landscapes notable for their natural beauty and cultural heritage.
They inspire visitors ahlocal communities to live within environmental limits and to tackle climate
change. The widenge of services they provide (from clean water to sustainable food) are in gogd
condition and valued by society.

e Sustainable development can be seen in aclibe communities of the Parks take an active part in
decisions about their future. They are known for having been pivotal in the transformation to a lgw
carbon society and sustainable living. Renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, low carbon transport
and travel and healthy, prosperous communities have long been the norm.

o Wildlife flourishes and habitats are maintained, restored and expanded and linked effectively to pther
ecological networks. Woodland cover has increased and all woodlands are abstaimanaged, with
the right trees in the right places. Landscapes and habitats are managed to create resilience and enable
adaptation.

e Everyone can discover the rich variety of Engl a
chance to value tha as places for escape, adventure, enjoyment, inspiration and reflection, and a
source of national pride and identity. They will be recognised as fundamental to our prosperity and
well-being.

Defra, March 2010

Table 2: Vision for the Broads to 2030

By 2030,The Broadswill be. . .
¢ A national park where the traditional rights of navigation araintained and enhanced

e An unrivalledwetland ecosystem of global natural and cultural importance, comprising a mosaic
of linked habitats supporting a wealth of wildlife

e An ever changing landscape, where actidreisg taken to respond tthe opportunities and
threats presented by climatdhange and selavel rise

e Athriving, living landscape that ecognised for its natural and cultural beauty and as a wonderful
placefor people to live and work

e A model of a low carbon society with inspirational examples of sustainable living aral a loc
population engaged in the key debates and decisions about its future

e A magicaplace for everyone to discover and enjoy on land and water in ways compatible with its
special qualities

e A source of learning, personal development and adventure for estdlgt in Norfolk and Suffolk
during their school career

e Treasured for its seclusion and wildness @adiplacethapr ovi des a oObreat hiing s
cure of soul%

7 Quotation bthe lateNorfolk Naturalist Ted Ellis
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Question 1: Longerm Vision
Do you agree with the revised Vision for the Braa(lable 2)? Is it in line with th@overnmentVision
(Table 1)?
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3 Long-term Future for the Broads in Response to Climate Change

3.1 The national context

The Vision fothe EnglisNational Parks and the BraadWaterways for Every@obarge National Park

Authorities and the Broads Authority with a clear remit to plackmate change as central to their

objectives, helping residents and visitors to adapt to climate change and leading the way in sustainable land
management towards a low canb@conomy.

The Broads has always been changing in response to the interaction between people, the environment and
the climate. The predicted more rapid changes to the climate pose an enormous challenge to the Broads to
see if it can adapt quickly enoudgey findings from the UK Climate Projections 2009 suggest how climate
change and sea level rise migffect its lowlying, dynamic wetland landscape.

The | atest Omedi®ampeedssi baossstenatr heddatast of Eng

An increase inemperature of3°C

Hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters

Sea level rise off thorfolk and Suffolk coast of 37cm

More frequent extreme climate events possibly over a greater range

Key impacts of climate change in the Broads amyiko include:

Greater demand for water resources;

Increased risks from floodingnd changing flow rates

Increasing ioursionof saline water into the freshwater system;

Changes in the distribution of habitats and species, with some net loss of hatdieersity

and increaisig pressure froninvasivenon-nativespecies;

e Changes in the visual landscape character, including possible damage or loss of archaeological
and built heritage features;

e Changes in agriculture;

e Changes to siltation rates andiperns

e A more productive wetland system, requiring more management intervention;

e Changes in tourism patterns and visitor numbeasd

e New pressures on the development control process

3.2 The role of the National Parks family

The English National BaAuthorities Association (ENPAA) believes that the management of the
National Parks and the Broads has a major contribution to make in mitigating the effects of climate

8 SeeChapter 2
9 UKCPO9 sets out three emission scehiwsmedium and higlover a range of timescales averaged out of a number of years.
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change and adapting to the inevitable changes ahradipport of the Government sion,ENPAA
hasproduced a statemettt setting out how National Park Authorities and the Broads Authority are
already responding to the challenges posed by climate change, and their plans for the future. The key
areas identified are:

e A sustainable approhdo landand soilmanagement to manage carbon capture;

e The development of low carbon rurabmmunities;

e Adaptation to climate change on a landscape scale; and

e Engagement with the public on the issues and solutions around climate change, encouraging
ashift in attitudes and behaviours across society.

3.3 The local context

Its easterly, lowlying wetland landscape and coastal nature means that the Broads is particularly vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change and sea level isater plays a prt in so much of the Broada from the
obvious recreational opportunities to agriculture, biodiversityinking water provisionand simply the

visual pleasure of the landscape. The w@nnecting characteristics of water mean the Broads is forever
see&king ways to manage changesvater quality andvater leves.

While flooding is a natural process within a floodplain, it can disrupt and endanger life and cause significant
damage to property and infrastructuréd Strategic Flood Risk Assessmiémiaes the majority of the

Broads executive area in Flood Zone 3a, defined a
|l evel s, the majority of the area wil!/l be in Flood
therefore a major castraint on sustainable development in the Broads, and careful and imaginative planning

is required to ensure the sustainability of the area and its social and economic viability.

Climate changeequiresa greater sophistication for water management &ain the natural characteand
biodiversity importancen which so muctof this existing freshwater wetlanelies. It also suggests that an
increased rate of change is inevitable but forward planning can mitigate problems and make use of
opportunities. This requires effective partnership working and will challenge existing governance and
management mechanisms.

Currently, the Environment Agency and other autho
the coast for the next 50 years, prenting the sea from encroaching into the leéwing parts of the Broads.

This approach is likely to require ever more capital investment and challenging technical solutions. A key
investment is the 2¢ear Broadland Flood Alleviation Project, started in 208kich is working to

strengthen and maintain existing flood defences and make new provisions for undefended communities in

the Broads, based on sustainable approaches that take into account rising sea levels.

Even with that in place, however, ever highides will push or hold up water in the system, pressurising
existing protection and access and increasing saline events into the predominantly freshwater system of the
Broads.As wetland habitats become more prone to change and flood events, therbensipecies shifts

and potential loss of existing freshwater biodiversity valHew far we cand and should go to protect

the freshwater system will be a key debate in the development of atlenng adaptation plarfor the

Broads.

3.4 Developing ai@late Change Adaptation Plan for the Broads

Taking action to minimise the scale of climate change (mitigation) and coping with the inevitable changes
that are already coming (adaptation) are closely intertwined. The current emphasis is perhaps on

10 Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in National ParksiViaNi/2810
11 SFRA is a planning tool to enable local planning authorities and others toateggit tiigectives set out in Planning Policy
Statement 25: Development and Flood Risk; Department for Communities and Local Government (2006)
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mitigafon 0 trying to ensure the limits of change do not become unacceptable. That does not mean that
adaptation planning can be left alone. The inevitable changes may be gradual in their arrival, and time can be
spent improving understanding and exploring fataptions that have the key principles of sustainable
development at their heart: this means working closely with key partnerdaaicommunities to

understand and deliver a successful and-tengy response.

The Climate Change Act 2008 provides a lgegn framework for the UK to cut carbon emissions and
build its ability to adapt to climate chang€&he Authority is committed to setting the example of an
organisation working with its partners to reduce carbon emissions and plan new sustainable ways of
working InNovember 2009t formally agreed to submit to Government a Climate ChaAgeptation
Plan for the Broadgoining the list of bodiedlirected to report to Government on their climate change
adaptation plans

The Broads Climate Change Adaptet Plan will be developed through close working with key partners
and local communities. It will be a guiding document that will:

(@) Identify and understand the potential impacts and implications of climate change and sea level rise on
the special featuresf the Broads and undertake a risk assessment on impacts and possible adaptive
actions;

(b) Develop longterm landscape scenarios for the Broads climate changes rapidly over tine
explore with the wider public the best adaptation optigriscluding how to cope with sea level rise;

(c) Developanintegratedprogramme of achievabblaaptation and mitigation measures to enable
environmental, social and economic sustainable development in the Bevatls

(d) EBstablish monitoring and review mechanisms to asgesgress towards adaptation and mitigation
targets.

35 Resourcinplications

At this stagetiis difficult to be clear about how implementing climate change adaptation measures in the
Broads will impact on the resources of the Authority and itstpars. Flexibility will be needed to develop
new approaches and skilEhis is likely to include a need for research and experimentation, changes to
existing processes and procedures, including prioritisation and delivery of projects and training and
redeployment of staff, and new funding sourcEsere will also be a need faffective monitoring and

review, so that wecanlearn from experience and support partner organisations and local communities in
tackling the challenges ahead.
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(Draft ) Long-term Aim for Responding to Climate Change in the Broads

The Broad® s p e c i aslan interratiomally impartant wetlamde retainedas it continues its never
ending change and adaptation to the climdtaderstanding about the likegnvironmental andocial

impacts of climate change and how to cope withdhtinues to improve. The natural environment remain
interconnected, withrobust and resilient habitats that make adequate space for water. People and
communitiesare embracingustainable ways @¥ing, adapting buildings and infrastructure to retain
employment, dwellings and recreation opportunities in the area. Communities at risk from sea and river
floodingare involved in making the decisions about solutions to minimise that risk.

(Draft ) outcomes to 2016

— Preparation of a climate change adaptation plan for the Broads
— Reduction iauditedcarbon emissiobgthe Broadauthorityandwithin the Broads
— Increase in smatlale power generation

(Draft ) objectives 2011 -2016

(see paged5forable vi ati ons in 6Leadd col umn)

Ref | Draft objective Means to achieve Lead

CC1 | Developresearch and e Conduct ridkased assessment of current and fu
evidenceon the impacts of local vulnerabilities people and natuflinked to
climate change and sea lev¢  other norclimate related risks)
rise on the Broads  Assess peat area and enhancement projects to| } BA NE/
ecosystenand local up carbon in wetland hatst EA/ LAs
communitiegto inform  Record, monitor and publicly report in new areg
debate and decision making |inked to a low carbon economy

CC2 | Engage with local o Establish interpretation campaign to explain the
communities and others to vulnerability of the Broads to climate change ar
develop awareness and behaviour changes can help
understanding of the e Establish trial programme to identify how to dey } BA
dynamic nature of the an adaptation plan at the community, level
Broadsd | andg encompassimpmmunity concerns and aspiratior

potential impacts of climate |  alongside strategic targets
change, and to identify local

concernsand aspirations

CC3 | Ensureflood risk ¢ Continue to deliver Broadland Flood AheRiajiect
management evolves to (BFAP) and associated enhancements
provide solutions that retain| « Develop flood risk management strategy for the
the special quality of the Broads to follow on from BFAP (i.e. after 2021) } EA
Broads i n meg¢ assessing advantages and disadvantages of va
needs engineering options.

¢ Continue to maintain existing sea defaloogs
Horsey/Winterton frontage and review and upd
coastal strategy

CC4 | Help people live sustainablyl ¢ Develop and implement BA Carbon Audit Redy BA

throughgood practice and Plan
innovative solutionstofloodl ¢« PO mot e H6transitiond a| LAs/BA/E/
risk and carbon reductio energy future by helping communities with sust

travel options, insulation schemes, localising sé
and generating renewable energy

e Promote developmenbgf assi ve ho (| IBA/LAs
efficiencgpproactto new buildings

e Use LDF and SFRA processtéblish approattiat
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allows development within flood plain through
innovative techniques such as floating building
Explore best options for expanding production
renewable energy witthieBroadenvironment
Support experimental approaches to modificati
infrastructure to use less energy and adapt to ¢
change

Promote low carbon initiatives in tourisr@(eemn
Business Tourism Scheraereation (e.ghe Greer
Blue, EcoBoat, eledtnatinyjand energy generati
sectors (e.g. harnessing tidal power)

(see also chapter 5.2)

1BA/ LAs

BA/ BTF

CC5 | Promote the careful use of
resources seeking to
minimise consumption
(@educe, reuserecycld)

Pranote practices and incentives that encourag
managers to protect soil and water and improvg
conditions for wildl{ee also chapter 4.3)
Reduce polluting emissions to air and water
Promote use of local produce

Undertake trials into use etyeld materialse.qg.

for use as fishing platforms

1BA/
partners

Question2: Responding to Climate Change in the Broads

Do you agree with

t he ai m, objectives a
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4 Sustainable Management of the Broads

4.1 Landscape and Cultural Heritage

4.1.1. Landscape character

The European Landscape Conventtbre f i ne s 0 laraaned, ascpargewdil bygpeopl®, whose character
is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human@actors

The Broadisenowned as one of Europeds dlivingamdvorkimpnd mo st
landscap¢hat reflects the interaction of people and nature over tinfastainable management of this

unique andraluable landscapends upon recognisitige inevtability of change and the need to create

future landscapes as well as manage those we infiégtAuthority embraces therinciples of the

European Landscape Conventiamhi ch puts the emphasis on the whol
and putspeople at the democratic heart of landscape protection, management and planning.

The Broads landscape compridesel, open marshland, valleys drained by three principal rivers (Bure, Yare
andWaveneyland surroundi ng upl iksddicatelyialanbechd@®aicobh d sd vi | | ag
interconnectedhabitatsgives thearea itshiological richness arfiigh conservation valuelaving been
exploited for water borne transport moshpopelarmedi ev a
inland waterways,taacting millions of visitors every yearhe historic and cultural environment of the
Broadscontributesto its local character and distinctivenessd plays strong and increasing role in

promoting and supporting its tourism and heritage industries.

Despite its local distinctiveness, the landscape of the Broads @lintie sameThere is a marked

difference, for example, between the enclosed, intimate character of some parts of the Upper Thurne and
the wide open spaces of Halvergate Marshes. Lilkeveasels of activityary widelybetween one area and
another, from the bustling social and boating environment of Wroxham to thekewtranquillityand
wildnessof the Waveneywalley.

The Broads Character Area (which extends beyond the Broads exexatiea) has been assessed as
@nhancingthrough the Countryside Quality Count§ meaning thaat presentthe landscape is changing in

a way that is consistent with the vision for the aréalandscape character assessment (LG#the Broads

has been dealoped to provide advice on areas more or less vulnerable to change and strategic guidance on
future management of the landscape. The LCA identifies and characiesisiesilar features and

environments withirthe cultural landscape, their origins, dibtition, historical significan@nd

archaeological potentialhe Broads LCA identifies 10 generic landscape tygstgarinemarshlandpeat

de na@as;upperriverva | Ima y s & | beoadd(shéllow lakes)arr woodland;heathlandupland (all
nonwetland); settlement; settlementfringe;industrial andoost-industrial (disturbed or madep ground);

and two othersrelict estuary andcoastaldtrip, that are confined to the coastal strip.

12 Councivf Europe Treaty Series no. 176
13 Countryside Quality Counts,

Draft Broads Plan 20116: Public consultation 7 June 2013 August 2010: &yel3



The different characteristics of the five river valleys of Breads, and the recognition that the narrowly
definedBroads &ecutiveareais inadequate in terms of practical managembeas|ed the Authority to
devel op an i nt emanagemerdpproasth Tdfoeuses wdrk aeaywdlley scale, encouraging
partnership workindoetween the Authority, its partners and local communities to identify and dekiggr
projects appropriate to tke valley area, as well as influencing those in the wider Arpdot study was set

up in 2009 in the Ant Vallegndlessors learned will baised to develomther valleymanagement plans.

4.1.2 Built andulturalheritage

In 2009 the Broads Authority, as a member of thessociation of National Park Authoriti§&NPA),

signed up taa Joint Statement on the Historicdemagnt in National Park&e statement sets out the

intention of ANPA members to further the sustainable management and understanding of cultural heritage
in National Parks.

The Broads is arguably one of Englnuochdfire archaeslogy e x t
is unknown and vulnerable impacts of climate change adkdanges in water levels and to development.
There is evidence that there has been gradual ero
distinctiveness fothe built environment.

D

A surveyof the Broadsin 2009 identified 272 listed buildingsl8% of which are in a poor state and
classified as being 6at r i sk donedfthedconicculuraldeatarasefr 7 0
the Broadsdndscape al ongsi de the wherry, Nor folhek punt and
archaeological value of the area is recognised in the schedulingfofcléntMonuments and nearly,000

records on the Site and Monuments Register.

Much has been achiad¢o protect key cultural landmarkim the Broadsput more remains to be done.
There are 23 designated Conservation Areas in the Brarea andfurther appraisals are planned
BroadsAuthority memberworking group is focusingon the protection ofheritage assets identified as being
@t riskdandon the development of atrategyfor their long term future.

Special traditions, skills, crafts, customs and oral cudtare important in maintaining the lodandscape
character and historic structures ohé Broadsbut are in danger of being lost if not properly documented
and supportedThese include the traditional skills of the marshman, reed and sedge cutter, thatcher,
millwright and eel catcheAssistancdor some of theseskillsis being deliveredhiroughheritagefunding
worker cooperativesand otherinitiatives, and ongoing support is encouraged.

4.1.3 Tranquillity

A sense of tranquillity and wildnessngegralt o t he di stinctiveness of the |
Tranquillity mappindy the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) places most of the Broads at the
Ombstranqui | 8 e @ahtrobof noiselard lightpalatibnristamimportant aspect of

tranquillity, ands encouraged through planning polayd guidance on bepractice,andthrough a range

of projectssuch as reducing boat engine no@s® zoning of water skiingl he Authority alsoworks with

key organisationt promote the minimisation ofisual intrusion in this lovying landscape @ b i g, s ki e s ¢
includingthe undergrounding of power cabldsis recognised, however, that in some areas where there is

a concentration of holiday or leisure development, tranquillity and wildness is not appropriate, and it is the
bustling activity that gives the area its cluhea.

Looking forward, planned major development growth on the fringes of the Broads executive area could put
pressures on the Broadso®6 | andscape character and

14 A building definedasbng i s 6of special architectural or historic inter
Environment.
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development partnerships and other orgaatiens to ensure that such development does not detract from
key Broadsd characteristics and particularly seek

4.1.4. World Heritage Site status

In April 2010, the UK Government invited applications foe new Tentative List of natural, cultural and
mixed sites for potential nomination for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List, to be submitted
to UNESCO in 2011, with a view to putting forward nominations to the World Heritage Committee from
2012 TheBroads Authorityhasresolved to submien application for inclusion on this list for the whole
Broads Executive Area in order to gain international recognition for the special qualities of the area.
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(Draft) Long-term Aim for Landscape and Cultura

| Heritage

The Broadds maintained as a unique and special landscape with its own sense of platenquillity and

wildness of the Broads is protected and enhanced for people to enjine key physicahistoricand

cultural elements of landscapeachcterare recognisedunderstood, retained and reinforced, while

allowing the landscape to continue to evolve and reflect the interactions between people and nature.

(Draft) Outcomes by 2016

— No decline %6 of land having marked changes inconsidtdah@dscape character
— Increase ifb buildings removed from Listed Buildings at Risk register

— Increase il of Conservation Areas with up to date character appraisals

— Increase irhgth of overhead electric cable undergrounded

— Inclusion on World Hergdgjte tentative list

(Draft ) Objectives 2011-2016 ( see paged45 for abbreviations in 0L
Ref Draft objective Means to achieve Lead
LC1 | Recognise and promote thg ¢  Submit application for inclusiotyNESCO World
Broads as a key internation Heritage List for Broads Executive Area in order to ( BA
and national asset international recognitfonspecial qualities of area.
LC2 | Develop a comprehensive | e Analyse historic and cultural asset sundeydertake
evidence base of cultural asset mapping
and historic landscape e Format Landscape Character Assessment and fuid
characterisation and assets| website }BA
to inform project | » Complete landscape action plan
management and adaptatio o Pprogress Tree Preservation Order programme
planning e Undetake two Conservation Area Appréisals
reappraisalgler year
LC3 | Protect heritage assets e Develop and implement action plan for listed and
identified a significant buildinggormed by condition survey
and those identified as bein ¢ Undertake survey to identify vulnerability of heritage
6l ocally i mp to climate change and publish advice to owners
« Develop anddopt criteria for preparation of list of loc{ }BA
important heritage assets and adopt strategyrfor the
future
e Promote preservation, restoration and use of craft
historically used on the Broads
LCA | Developt h e Ovalleyd || « Implement Ant Valley Action iRléiaison with local
approach ¢ identify and communities 1BA/
promote distinctive e Review valley management approacxserdacrosat | AVG
landscape character areas leasttwo other valleys (to be identified)
anddeliver integrated
project management in
liagison with local
communities
LC5 | Work with bodies e Work with designated areas in South and East to pr
responsible for highwayed schemes to progress undergrounding of overhead €|
utilitiesto minimize the cables in the Broads area
impacts of infrastructure an{ « Support smaitale renewable energy developments | }BA
noise and light pollutiom through SDF and other mechanisms
the Broads e Manage impacts oéklopment growbleyond Broads
executive bounddsge also DE3)
Question3: Landscape and Cultural Heritage
Do you agree with the aadhm,ewed e(cadtviessnsa)nd O means
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4.2 Biodiversity

4.2.1. Biodiversity

0Biodiversityd describes the variety of I|ife on e
they have adapted to live in. This dynamic and complex interactiomeeet different species of plants and
animals and their environmentcreatehat i s commonly defined as an 06e

A Biodiversity Action Plan for the Broads was produced in200provides an overview of thearious
habitat strategies for fens, k& and grazing marsimdsets out the challenges for the lotgrm
management of biodiversity in the Broadibe Broads BARakesa landscapscale approachooking not
just at biodiversityissuesut also at other environmental, social and economic fexcsnich alimate
changeandflood managementpod productionand health and wellbeind-hese factors all bring value to
the landscapeand are sometimes referredtodse c 0 sy st e (@so seeehaptar2) e s 6

4.2.2. Designations

Theimportanceof theBroadsasone of Europeds finest and most i mp¢
nature conservatiotis borne out by its many international, national and local sites designated for nature
conservationUnder national legislatior28 sites within tle Broads have been designated as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs), and many of these sites are also National and Local Nature Reserves (NNR and
LNR).Most ofthe SSSI network is also designated as internationally important for nature conservati

underthe European Habitats and Birds directives, and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of

International Importance.

The SSSlying wholly or partly within the Broads Executive boundeoyer 7,571 hectares of mainly land
(fen, grazing marsh, wet wolzshd, coastal dunes and heath) and some open water (broads and estuary).
Currently, only 8% of the Broads SSSIs meet the national Public Service Agreeonelition target

Across theEast of Englanegionas a wholeNatural England anticipates havii®5% of SSSIs by area in
favourable or recovering condition by December 2046d future priorities will need to be determined.

4.2.3. Water quality and resource

The ecological status of the wetland habitaithin the Broadqdmarsh dykes, fens, rebdds and broads) is
dependent upon the quality and quantity of water entering the catchment from both ground and surface
water sourcesSustainable ater management and land use practices in the catchment, most of which lies
out si de t he Aveardascrucially importaatihe@eased seasonal variabilityriver flows

and depleted groundwater resources, together with increased incursion of salt water from tidal flooding
and diffuse pollution from land management likely to be major threatto the quality of water in the

Broads and the nature of the flood plain environmaftater quality inparts ofthe Broads has improved
markedly in recent decadgelped by improvements and new initiatives in sewage treatmert, agri
environmenal practices and the boating industryWater companieéforward plans for areeommitted to
continuing investment in protecting the most important habitats and species and encouraging biodiversity.
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