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	Summary:
The report provides a summary of the projects that have been supported by the Sustainable Development Fund in 2006/07.

Recommendation: To note the report.


1
Introduction

1.1
Although fewer projects were supported by the Broads Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) in 2006/07 compared with previous years, a considerable amount has been achieved.  More time has been spent helping prospective applicants to make the very best of their projects and the overall quality of funded projects has increased significantly as a result.  

2
Projects

2.1
Thirteen projects were funded during the year with grants totalling £105,000.  This raises the number of grants awarded since SDF began funding to 83 and the total amount of funding distributed to nearly £724,000 - an average of just over £8,700 per project.

2.2
Two projects stood out as being particularly dynamic and innovative, and both involved renewable energy and self-sufficiency.  The first is a solar electric initiative at Bewilderwood, an exciting new Treehouse Adventure Park at Hoveton, which opened in May 2007.  An SDF grant of £20,000 was used to part fund a solar power station that will meet all Bewilderwood’s electrical needs.  This includes recharging facilities for the three electric boats that will ferry visitors from the car park to Bewilderwood and the conversion of two of those boats to electric.

2.3
Equally outstanding is the wind turbine project at Ellingham Primary School.  Working with the local community, the school has turned its dream of becoming self-sufficient in ‘green’ electricity into reality.  The children ran seminars, wrote letters and, with help from teachers and others, succeeded in raising all the funding necessary to get their £20,000 turbine up and running.  Half of this came in the form of a DTI BlueSkies grant, Powergen donated £6,000 and the remainder was provided by SDF.

2.4
Learning for Sustainability (LfS) continues to be one of the SDF Panel’s top priorities.  The Ellingham wind turbine fell into this category and it is also an offshoot of Norfolk’s SDF-funded ‘Broader Energy Choices’ programme.

2.5
Three other LfS projects were funded in 2006/07: Broad Futures 3, the third and final stage of Norfolk’s highly regarded LfS initiative, will develop LfS resources for secondary schools in the Broads and train another 60 Broads teachers; Nutmeg’s ‘Heatwave’ puppet show, workshops and associated teachers’ pack has taken the ‘hot’ topic of climate change directly into Broads schools; and a community project run by Suffolk Wildlife Trust will promote sustainable life styles and encourage young people in particular to become involved in practical conservation work.

2.6
Four of the projects funded during the year four related to sustainable tourism.  The Broads Society received a grant to part fund the first ever Green Boat Show in the Broads - an event so successful that another is planned in 2008. The Galleon Boat Storage, a forward looking boatyard in Beccles used SDF money to purchase a ‘unique to Europe’ decontamination unit that removes heavy metals and toxins from hull wash water.  Grants were also awarded to the Anglia Boatbuilders’ Association to develop an Eco-Boat design and specification, and to Green Business UK to carry out the preliminary stages of a Green Tourism Business Scheme for the Broads.

2.7
The remaining four projects were concerned with social inclusion and all four centred on bringing young people into the Broads.  The Ashley School in Lowestoft received a further grant to fund canoe training for students engaged in DoE Award programmes. Small grants were awarded to “The Swans” and “The Cormorants” to provide instructor training and assisted places for young people on their respective Broads cruises. It is intended  that BCTV’s ‘Sense of Place’ project will introduce disadvantaged young people to Broads-related activities and encourage them to use their five main senses to compare special places in the Broads with their own home environments.
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