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Five Super Safety Days held through-
out the Broads this summer have 
proved such a success that only a 
quarter of the craft were pulled over 
in September as in April.

In April, 25 boats were pulled over at  
St Benet’s Abbey, while in September on 
the same moorings only six were stopped. 
A total of 100 boats, made up equally of 
private and hire craft, were stopped for 
non display of tolls, speeding and unruly 
behaviour. There was a high level of 
compliance with the Boat Safety Scheme 
and third party insurance which is a new 
requirement this year. 

Navigation rangers and safety staff did 
spot checks on boats on short visits, 
measured and calibrated boats and dealt 

with incidents reported to them by river 
users, leading to some prosecutions.
They gave free boat safety checks to 
boats already moored, providing advice, 
particularly on the safe storage of fuel and 
portable gas appliances. 

Head ranger Adrian Vernon said: “We 
have had nothing but support from 
boaters and anglers. Navigation rangers 
are held in high esteem and people like 
the meet and greet approach to get 
expert advice.”

Half the boats were stopped for non 
display of tolls. Navigation rangers sold 
£300 worth of tolls from the river bank. 
A total of 36 boats were stopped for 
speed and creating wash and 39 written 
warnings were given.  

Super Safety Days  
a great success

Safety first
Statistics have shown that the most  
hazardous time when boating is  
while embarking and disembarking.

Twenty two people received hospital 
treatment last year and eight of their 
injuries were caused when getting on 
and off boats. Eleven people reported 
similar injuries the year before. 

		 Here are a few safety 	
	 tips to consider:

		 •	Always step off - 		
		  don’t jump

		 •	Take a lifejacket

		 •	Wear flat, non slip 	
		  shoes or boots

		 •	Take extra care on 	
		  informal moorings - 	
		  be aware of uneven 	
		  ground

		 •	Beware of tripping 	
		  over ropes

		 •	Always take a torch 	
		  at night.

The derelict village staithe has been 
transformed into an attractive community 
area for picnicking, fishing, mooring and 
launching boats. 

A floating pontoon can accommodate 
seven permanent moorings and two 
moorings for visitors using the slipway. 
Part of it is specially designed to take 
wheelchairs.

A section of dyke has been filled in to 
create a surfaced launching area for the 
slipway. It is one of only two free public 
slipways on the Yare and lies between two 
water ski zones. The 300 yard road from 
Cantley railway station to the staithe has 
been resurfaced.

The £300,000 project was instigated  
by the parish council and funded by 
partners including the Broads Authority 
which contributed £20,000 plus match-
funding in kind through the use of its 
Projects and Dredging Teams.  
The pontoon was financed by a £20,000 
grant from the Broads Authority’s 
Sustainable Development Fund, a grant 
from Broadland District Council and a 
donation from Hardley 100 Club.

The redevelopment of the staithe 
has been carried out as part of flood 
alleviation work along the River Yare.  
An extra piece of land has been leased  
to the parish council by British Sugar  
and landscaped. 

The Broads Authority has implemented 
the surfacing work, built picnic tables and 
seating and planted trees provided by 
Broadland District Council. The staithe  
will be managed by the newly formed 
Cantley Staithe Charitable Association 
which aims to promote the safe use of  
the river for everyone. 

Robert Beadle, Chairman of the Parish 
Council, said: “For many years we have 
sat by the river with no access to it. But 
at last we have a beautiful and safe area 
where people can sit and picnic, fish and 
launch their boats. I am sure it will give 
many years of pleasure and will be a 
facility that the residents of Cantley can 
be proud of.” 

Cantley celebrates new riverside amenity

A new slipway, moorings and improved riverside access have opened at Cantley on the River Yare
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