EDF Energy Networks staff help conserve Broadland
 

Volunteers from EDF Energy Networks put some power into the Broads recently to help preserve a marshland habitat that is vital for wildlife.

The 16-strong squad of employees, who are all based in Norfolk, were working at Lily Broad, Rollesby, near Great Yarmouth. The main task was cutting down small trees such as alder and birch, which were shading out fragile plants growing in the fen. The group also chipped some of the wood  to be used to surface footpaths and burned the brash (leftover twigs/small branches.)

This area of fen between the broad and the established woodland would quickly become completely scrubbed over if it was not managed.  
The challenge on Thursday October 23 was organised by Chris Mortimer, an EDF Energy Networks connections field manager, based in Trowse, near Norwich, who linked up with the Broads Authority to help manage this part of the Trinity Broads Site of Special Scientific Interest. The Trinity Broads are managed by the Broads Authority in partnership with Essex & Suffolk Water, Natural England and Environment Agency.
Broads Authority Conservation Officer Hannah Gray instructed the EDF staff on the day: “The team from EDF did a fantastic job clearing scrub. Despite the muddy conditions and dense brambles, they all got stuck in and uncovered a large area of fen, including key plant species like milk parsley and cross-leaved heath. I am confident that next summer we will see a rejuvenated fen as a result of this work.” 
Chris said: “This was teamwork at its very best and I can confirm the day was enjoyed by everyone who attended – even the weather was nice.  Afterwards our manager allowed us to donate some of the tools used to the Broads Authority who were very appreciative. We all worked very hard but it’s good to be able to do something for our local community.”

The work is all part of EDF Energy’s Helping Hands community volunteering scheme. This allows every member of staff at EDF Energy at least two days company time a year to support local community and environmental projects.

Maggie Engledow, volunteer co-ordinator for the Broads Authority, said: “We are always pleased to have help from EDF Energy Networks volunteers who have done some sterling work with our teams in the past.  

“Keeping the scrub at bay is vital and getting a group of people in to tackle it all in one day like this makes a huge impact.”

