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Frequently Asked Questions

General information about the National Boat Safety Scheme
What is the Boat Safety Scheme?

 

The Boat Safety Scheme is jointly managed by British Waterways and the Environment Agency.  It's designed to minimise the risks of fires or explosions on boats cruising the UK's inland waterways network, by specifying a set of requirements that most boats must meet before they can be allowed to navigate. The Scheme also recommends a number of 'safety best practice' measures which enhance the personal health and safety of those on board privately owned boats.

 

As licensing bodies, British Waterways, Environment Agency and the Broads Authority have a statutory duty to insist that all boats on the waterways they care for are as safe as possible.  This helps to minimise the risks of fires and explosion, which can kill or seriously injure users and visitors to the waterways network.  It's in everyone's interests to help ensure the waterways are as safe as possible. 

Who manages the BSS?

 

It's administered through the Boat Safety Scheme office, where technical officers prepare reports on various safety items, monitor trends within safety legislation and work closely with other safety-related organisations.  They also provide an information service to the boating public and BSS examiners.

 

Although British Waterways and the Environment Agency take ultimate responsibility for the management and decision-making processes within the Scheme, input is actively sought from other navigation authorities, boating user groups, trade and professional bodies and other regulatory organisations.  

Officers from the Broads Authority are members of a number of the management committees of the Boat Safety Scheme to represent the different aspects of Broads users and the navigation authority. 

 

What are the Boat Safety Scheme Requirements? 

The Boat safety scheme requirements are split into two standards, those which apply to privately owner or privately managed boats and those which apply to hire craft, residential craft, passenger boats and hotel boats.

Privately Owned and Privately managed Craft:-

There are 31 legal requirements for privately owned and privately managed boats.  These requirements, known as the BSS General Requirements, are expressed in goal-setting terms.  eg All LPG Systems must be designed, installed and maintained in a way that minimises the risks of explosion or of fire starting and spreading.  They are supported by expected means of compliance that are set out in the BSS Essential Guide 2nd Edition issued in 2005.
 

Hire Craft, Hotel Boats and Passenger Boats

The requirements for hire craft are more stringent and are contained within the original BSS scheme (2002).  

This is until the MCA complete the production of the new Hire Boat Code, and the BSS has been able to review its standards in light of the New Code. The issue of new standards for hire boats are not envisaged to be in place within the foreseeable future.

The Essential Guide

What is The Boat Safety Scheme Essential Guide?

 

The Boat Safety Scheme Essential Guide is a handbook for all boat owners and is made available to them by their navigation authority.  It takes the boat owner step-by-step through each part of the BSS Requirements, showing what risks can exist and explaining how these are prevented through complying with the Check List items.

 

It contains illustrations, which identify the parts and installations of a boat, showing the boat owner how to check whether their boat complies with the requirements.  It also contains best practice advice.

  

The Boat Safety Scheme Guide is designed to be kept on board and referred to at any time.  A plastic wallet included in the Guide allows you to keep BSS Certificates, warranties, invoices and other paperwork related to the boat in one place.  Clearly, being able to produce complete paperwork showing the history of the boat, its installations and appliances can also improve its market value.

Where can I get one of these Guides?

 

Download from the website www.boatsafetyscheme.com
Hard copies from:

Broads Authority, 

Dragonfly House
2 Gilders Way

Norwich

NR3 1UB

or from 

British Waterways, 

BSS Communications, 

Willow Grange, 

Church Road, 

WATFORD, 

WD17 4QA 

or from the Broads Authority Tourist Information Centres.  

The guides will cost approximately £6.30 each. 

 

Hasn't the BSS changed recently?

 

The original BSS standards were reappraised and a new BSS scheme for private boats was launched at the 2005 London Boat show. The changes to the Scheme had been made in order to make it much simpler and easier to understand for everyone.

 

Other changes include the publication of the 2nd Boat Safety Scheme Guide, the development of the website, revised BSS committee structures and a new quality assurance and management system to ensure consistency between examiners and throughout the examination process.

Will it continue to change?

The BSS for privately owner boats has undergone a complete reappraisal of all its requirements and is unlikely to undergo that process again for a number of years.  

However like all safety requirements new risks and countermeasures will be identified and therefore it is inevitable that there will always be a steady but slow evolution.  The Scheme between now and the end of the introductory tranches will not be undergoing any changes that will significantly change the requirements. 

What happens when odd amendments are made to the Scheme?

 

The pages of the Guide have been specially numbered and are laid out in a handy A5-sized ring binder file so that if it becomes necessary to alter advice or instructions given in the Guide this can be done independently of the other pages, also if you refer to the BSS website this will include any updates.

Does the Boat Safety Scheme apply to all boats on the Broads?

 

The Byelaws underpinning the BSS apply to all vessels with engines and/or with heating, lighting, cooking, refrigerating & other domestic appliances.  

It does not apply to open vessels solely propelled by an outboard motor as long as it does not have any heating, lighting, cooking, refrigerating or other domestic appliances, and does not carry fuel other than that solely for use of powering the outboard motor.

The Byelaws apply to all vessels either moored within or using the Broads Authority navigation area.

The Byelaws do not apply to vessels, which have been newly constructed and are not intended for use within the navigation area.

The Byelaws do not apply to vessels, which are ordinarily used for the commercial carriage at sea of goods or animals.

Vessels, which are moored within the navigation and within the premises of a boatyard, to enable works to be carried out for compliance with the BSS, will be excluded from the byelaws, for a period up to a maximum of 6 months from the date the vessel was first moored. 

Vessels, which are moored within the navigation and within the premises of a boatyard, to enable works to be carried out for repair or renovation, will be excluded from the byelaws, for a period up to a maximum of 6 months from the date the vessel was first moored. 

Visitors to the Broads

Boats may visit the Broads navigation for up to a total of 28 days per year on not more than 4 separate visits without the need to submit a valid BSS certificate.  Visiting boats will be subject to a random ‘Dangerous Boat Check’.  This check will ensure that the basic safety requirements concerning fuel and systems on the vessel are being meet.  Visiting boats will still have to buy a short visit licence.

When will the Boat Safety Scheme be introduced on the Broads.

The Scheme will be introduced into the Broads with the same tranche of boats as previously advised.  All owners will have been made aware of the tranche (i.e. year 1, 2 or 3) in their tolls reminders.

	Original tranche
	Intro Date
	Type and Size of Craft (Block area in Square metres)

	Year 1
	1st April 2007
	Hire Craft over 30sqm

Private Motor Craft of 21sqm and above

	Year 2
	1st April 2008
	All remaining Hire Craft

Private motor craft of 11sqm and above

	Year 3
	1st April 2009
	All remaining Private motor Craft

All Private sailing Craft.


What happens if my boat does not have a Boat Safety Scheme Certificate by the required date?

As from the 1st April 2007 it will be an offence for those craft within the Year 1 Tranche to navigate within the Broads Authority navigation area.

As each year passes more and more boats will be required to have a valid BSS certificate.

The Broads Authority navigation rangers will have a list of those boats registered with the Authority, which do not have BSS certificates registered with the authority, and will be patrolling the navigation regularly to enforce the byelaws.

If a year 1 boat is found on the navigation without a valid BSS certificate, the owner will be open to prosecution.

What was the ‘additional year’?

Due to problems with the early introduction of the scheme the Broads Authority took the decision that it would not be able to bring the BSS in on a compulsory basis from 2005.  Therefore it was decided that those craft that would have fallen within the first tranche i.e. year1, got a BSS certificate and submitted it to the authority by 1st July 2005 would be given an additional year on their certificate. (Subject to their insurance company’s approval.)

This was a one off extension and will not be repeated. 

The Examination

Where can I find out more information about having my boat examined?

 

www.boatsafetyscheme.com
Or from the new Essential Guide.

 

Where can I get a list of the BSS examiners, which operate, in my area?
Available from www.boatsafetyscheme.com/searchforanexaminer 

Or in hardcopy from Broads Authority, Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders Way, Norwich, NR3 1UB.
 Does it cost anything to get a boat examined?

 

Yes it does.  However, the fee paid by you as a boat owner includes a full boat safety survey as well as access to competent advice from the examiner on safety precautions in the future for boat installation systems and appliances.

 

Examiners' fees vary widely, usually according to the distance they will have travelled, the size of boat and the systems on board as well as the total time spent in examining the boat and preparing a written report.  Therefore it's a good idea to compare prices without compromising on the additional value examiners can bring to promoting safety during the examination.

The examination cost of an ‘average boat’ is about £120…. Slightly higher than the cost of the annual MOT for a car for 2 years.

 

How frequent are the examinations?

 

You will still need to renew your BSS Certificate with a boat examination once every four years.  At this time, the examiner will carry out a full inspection on appropriate appliances and installations, looking for wear and tear as well as damage or frailty in any system, which could present a safety risk in the foreseeable future.  They will also check to see whether any alterations or modifications to appliances and systems have been done in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.  Examiners will, also complete an 'Appliance Status Record' which logs relevant details on the model, make and condition of all appliances on your boat.  This Record will then be checked and amended accordingly at the time of the next examination to show any changes in the condition or operation of the appliance(s)

My Certificate is due to expire can I get the examination done early?

If your certificate is due to be renewed, or your RCD declaration is about to reach its fourth anniversary, book your examination in plenty of time to get your examiner of choice. Certificates can be issued up to two months before the old one runs out and forward dated. 
Do I have to have an 'Appliance Status Record' completed during the BSS examination?

 

Yes.  The Record helps reduce inconsistencies between examiners when inspecting and testing the same appliance(s) over a period of time.  It also helps record any modifications to existing appliances or new installations on board the boat, and gives you a document that you can show to any prospective buyer in the future.

 

When I have a Boat Safety Certificate what do I do with it?

On successful completion of the examination the Examiner will give you your Boat Safety Certificate, the master will be embossed with the BSS Logo and the Examiners pin number over the hologram in the bottom right hand corner of the document, you will also receive an appliance record, keep these documents in a safe place. You will also be given a blue copy of the BSS certificate, which you will need to send to the Broads Authority tolls department so that the details of the certificate can be entered against your vessel on the tolls database. The Broads Authority will subsequently send acknowledgment of the receipt. 

What happens if my boat fails the examination?

The Boat Safety Examiner will give you a report detailing all of the failure points, and it will be your responsibility to get those aspects of the boats systems rectified, you can do it yourself, as long as you are competent, or you can get a boatyard to complete the work for you.

Once the rework is completed the BSS Examiner will then have to return to re-examine your boat in order that the examiner can certificate your boat.

The examiner may charge for the re-examination.

What if I don’t agree with the BSS examiners findings?

You can apply to the Boat Safety Scheme Appeals panel, this will allow you to put forward the reasons why you think that you boat complies with the regulations. If the panel see fit the appeal may be forwarded to the Boat Safety Scheme Technical Committee for equivalence evaluation.

What is the RCD -Recreational Craft Directive?

The RCD covers recreational craft from 2.5 to 24metres.  It lays down the basic standards that craft have to be built to, in order that they can be sold within the EU.  The original RCD covered design and construction of craft, the recent substantial amendment applies to craft with engines and covers exhaust gas emissions and noise from the craft.  Proof of compliance and documentation is needed before the craft can be verified as having compliance to the RCD.

Manufacturers issue a Declaration of Conformity, to the requirements of the RCD.

Craft that comply gain the CE stamp.

Does the BSS recognise the RCD?

New boats less than 4 years old will not have to have a BSS certificate as the standards that they were constructed to are equivalent to the BSS.

However once the craft is older than 4 years then it will have to undergo a BSS examination.

Date for the start of the 4 year RCD period is from the RCD compliance certification date on the compliance paperwork sold with the boat.

The Broads Authority will require owners of new boats to submit a copy of the Declaration of Conformity to the RCD in lieu of the BSS certificate.

Are there any special dispensations within the Boat Safety Standards, for hire craft, small passenger vessels, commercial boats, etc, etc?

 

Provisions and special conditions do exist within the BSS Standards for particular types and usage of some boats.  Information is available from the Boat Safety Scheme office.

Does the BSS have any special requirements for residential boats.

Although a residential boat may not have an engine it will still be expected to have a BSS examination, as it may have heating, lighting, refrigerating or cooking appliances on board. The BSS applies to all boat with engines and/or with heating, lighting, cooking, refrigerating & other domestic appliances.  
Private Residential Boats will need to comply with the 2005 version of the Boat Safety Scheme, however Residential Boats which are let out for hire or reward will have to comply with the more stringent Hire Boat Safety Scheme Requirements.

Can I add equipment to my boat once it has a BSS certificate? 

Yes, however it is the responsibility of the owner to ensure that their boat complies with the boat safety scheme requirements, throughout the life of the certificate.

Therefore any modifications or additions to any systems within the boat must be completed to the relevant standards.

Do I need to keep my BSS certificate on my boat?

No, but you should keep it in a safe place, once the Broads Authority has seen evidence of your certificate, if we need to see it again we will write to you requesting a copy.

I need a BSS certificate for my houseboat, can I use any BSS examiner?

Yes, but if your houseboat is residential or hired out, then the gas test part of the examination may need to be conducted by a Corgi registered gas installer, this will depend on the testing method available for the Gas system. Basically if your gas system has a bubble tester fitted then any Boat Safety Examiner can test your boat. If no bubble tester is fitted to your gas system you might wish to chose an examiner who is Corgi registered, alternatively the examiner may be able to employ a Corgi installer for you.

House boats which are permanently connected to domestic mains services such as electricity supplies or mains gas supply and have no further appliances which are not connected to permanent supplies, will not fall into the scope of the BSS scheme as the installations within such cases will be subject to other national compliance requirements i.e. The Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998 and BS7671:2001 Requirements for Electrical Installations.

I have a BSS certificate that was issued on the Thames, can I use my boat on the Broads?

Yes, The Boat Safety Scheme is a national one, and certificates issued in other navigation areas are valid on the Broads, however you will still need to send a copy to the Broads Authority for addition to the Tolls database.

Why should I get my boat examined early?
You may encounter problems in trying to get your boat examined closer to the deadline, along with many others that left it till the last minute. This should be incentive enough.

The sooner an examination is undertaken the easier it will be to timetable the necessary compliance work that you might need to do.  

You will also be ensuring that the level of safety on board your boat is brought up to a reasonable level, and that there are no dangerous conditions on board.  

If my boat does not have a BSS certificate will I be able to purchase a toll and navigate the Broads?

The Broads Authority although issuing a toll does not have the right to refuse its purchase, however purchase of the toll alone will not be sufficient to allow the right to navigate the Broads. 

The owners of boats, without a valid BSS certificate found navigating the broads, will be open to prosecution, even if the boat has a valid toll plaque.

Can I still have Halon fire extinguishers on my boat?

Halon fire-protection systems and fire extinguishers must have been decommissioned by 31st December 2003, and the halons recovered.  It is illegal to use or possess such and extinguisher or fire protection system.  Halon has been phased out, as it is an ozone depleting substance and also has a very high global warming potential.  For this reason it is important that Halon is disposed of and destroyed in an environmentally sound manner.  

Disposal should be via a local authority household waste/civic amenity site or a commercial waste disposal company.  It is important to check with your local authority beforehand that this material can be accepted.  A contact point able to provide details on facilities can be found in telephone directory.  Halon extinguishers must not be disposed of in domestic rubbish.
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