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	Code of Practice – Day Boat Hire


This code has been prepared in collaboration with those local authorities geographically associated with the Broads.  The code is intended to give practical guidance to those persons responsible for providing day boats for hire.  The standards have been prepared in the interests of safety, both for the hire operator and for the hire party.  We therefore strongly recommended compliance with this Code of Practice.

Definition of a “ day boat”

Any vessel hired out to persons for 24 hours or less.  This will include mechanically powered, manually powered, sailing craft or pedal powered craft.  This will also include those boats let with a holiday cottage for use during the duration of the holiday let, and those larger craft normally let for weekly hire but hired out for a period of 24hrs or less.  Vessels known as “Day Cruisers” hired for a period of more than 24hrs, where overnight accommodation facilities are provided on the vessel, but where they will not be used for overnight sleeping.
The Hire Operator
· The Operator should be able to produce evidence of Public Liability Insurance cover in relation to every vessel.  The Operator should maintain this insurance in force and should not reduce the amount or the extent of the cover.


· The Operator should not cause or permit any vessel to be let for hire in any weather conditions, which may pose a threat to the safety to those on board.

· Vessels should not be hired to any persons under the age of 16 for mechanically powered vessels and any persons under the age of 14 for manually powered vessels

· Vessels should not be hired to any person or persons apparently under the influence of alcohol or drugs.


· The Operator should carry out suitable and sufficient assessment of the risks associated with this activity and act upon the findings where a risk is identified. These assessments should be documented and readily accessible. These assessments should be carried out on a regular basis depending on the nature of the risk, and be no less frequent than annually.


· The Operator should keep proper records which show how many vessels have been hired out at any time, number of passengers carried, the expected time of return and emergency procedures to be implemented on the failure of a vessel to return.


· The Operator should ensure that all persons before using the vessel have been given an appropriate briefing in accordance with the Association of Pleasure Craft Operators (APCO)/ BMF, Guide to Hire boat Handover Procedures

The Association of Pleasure Craft Operators part of the British Marine Federation have produced a Guide to Hire Boat Handover procedures to aid Operators to develop a procedure which helps demonstrate they have carried out their responsibilities under health and safety law.  If the operators handover procedures conform the to the standards set out in the guide they will provide a certificate of compliance.  This certificate is not compulsory at present.

Copies of The Guide to Hire Boat Handover Procedures can be obtained from 

The Association of Pleasure Craft Operators

Parkland House

Audley Avenue

Newport

Shropshire

TF10 7BX

Telephone - 01952 813572

E-Mail - apco@britishmarine.co.uk
The Vessels

· Operators are asked to specify the maximum number of persons that can be carried safely on any vessel.  Allowance should be made for an adequate safety margin when determining the maximum number, taking into account the potential inexperience and the weights of the persons hiring the boat. The Operator should display, in letter and figures not less than one inch in height and three-quarters of an inch in breadth, on a conspicuous part of the said vessel, the Operators name and also the number of persons and maximum load, in the form “Maximum Load __lb/__kg   ___ persons).


· All vessels for hire should be kept in good, safe and sound condition and hold a current Boat Safety Scheme certificate where applicable.  

Introduction of the Boat Safety Scheme

	
	Private Motor Craft
	      Hire Craft

	1st April 2005
	Over 21sq.m
	30sq.m and above

	1st April 2006
	11 to 21 sq.m
	All remaining

	1st April 2007
	All Remaining Motor Craft
	

	
	and all sailing craft.
	



The Authority is being compelled to introduce the scheme by making new byelaws. This, coupled with the fact that the Boat Safety Standards are currently undergoing a thorough technical review, means that it now appears very unlikely that the Authority will be able to legally require compulsory compliance and production of a Boat Safety Certificate for the first phase on 1st April 2005 as intended.

The Authority does not however propose to further delay the introduction of the scheme. Owners of boats in the first phase will be requested to produce a Boat Safety Certificate as from 1st April 2005 as planned.

However the Authority must make it clear to owners that for 2005 at least, production of a Boat Safety Certificate will be voluntary. We strongly urge owners to have their boats inspected and obtain a Boat Safety Certificate in the interests of safety and also to avoid difficulties which will arise if everyone leaves it to the last minute.

In order to encourage owners to achieve compliance early, the Authority will extend the validity of Boat Safety Certificates for one year, for the first phase of boats: If you produce a Boat Safety Certificate when you pay the toll on your vessel for 2005 the certificate will be regarded as valid for five years rather than four years. This extension will be valid only if the toll is paid before 1st July 2005 and will only be valid in the Broads. It is a 'once only' extension and all future certificates will be valid for the usual four years. Owners are also reminded of the obligation to maintain the boat to Scheme standards at all times.


· Any vessel offered for hire with gas-fuelled equipment should be to the appropriate standard and have a C.O.R.G.I gas certificate where applicable.

Vessel/Safety Equipment

· A suitable buoyancy aid or lifejacket complying with the relevant European standard and in good, clean condition should be on board the vessel for each person, both adults and children.  They should be of an appropriate size and type and all should be encouraged to wear a lifejacket.  All the hire party should know how to wear and use the lifejackets properly. 
· Mechanically powered/Sail powered vessels covered by this licence which are under 5 metres (16ft) in overall length should carry the following equipment in a readily available position: -

· One lifebuoy/buoyancy apparatus capable of supporting a person in the water.

· One bailer or bucket capable of displacing at least 1.2 litres (2 pints) of water, or a fitted bilge pump to the vessel.

· One dry powder (or suitable alternative) fire extinguisher, which should be regularly serviced and inspected in accordance with the manufacturers directions, of not less than 1 kilo (2.2lbs) capacity with directions for use in accordance with the manufacturers instructions prominently displayed thereon.


· Mechanically powered/Sail powered vessels covered by this licence that are over 5 metres (16ft) in overall length should carry the following equipment in a readily available position: -

· One lifebuoy/buoyancy apparatus capable of supporting a person in the water.

· One bailer or bucket capable of displacing at least 1.2 litres (2 pints) of water, or a fitted bilge pump to the vessel.

· Two dry powder (or suitable alternative) fire extinguisher, which must be regularly serviced and inspected in accordance with the manufacturers directions, of not less than 1 kilo (2.2lbs) capacity with directions for use in accordance with the manufacturers instructions prominently displayed thereon.  Where the vessel has an enclosed area, one of the extinguishers must be placed within easy reach.


The number of fire extinguishers may be reduced by one fire extinguisher if there are no cooking, heating, refrigerating, lighting, or fuel-burning appliances on the boat, or if the boat doesn’t have an engine.

· All non-powered vessels which are covered by this licence must carry the following equipment in a readily available position

· One bailer or bucket capable of displacing at least 1 pint of water.


· Vessels with an exposed propeller shaft or other exposed moving parts within passenger area/accommodation should be fitted with a suitable guard.
_____________________________________________________________________


If you have any queries on any of the information contained in the Code of Practice or would like to seek further clarification, please contact:

The Waterways Officer 




The Broads Authority 



Telephone – 01603 610734

18 Colgate 




Email - webenquiries@broads-authority.gov.uk

Norwich

Norfolk

NR3 1BQ 
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