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As you travel through The Broads, you will
probably have to negotiate some of the
road or rail bridges. This need not be a
daunting task if you follow our guide.

Planning your journey

® Check bridge clearances and the tide tables
and plan to arrive at a bridge when there is
sufficient clearance beneath the bridge to
allow your boat to pass through.

® Remember you may need to moor up
somewhere if you need to get your canopy
or mast down to clear the bridge.

Great Yarmouth Bridges

Always plan to depart or arrive at these bridges
at slack water (about one hour after low water
at Great Yarmouth Yacht Station). Tide will be
less of a hazard and you will have maximum
clearance under the bridges.

Bridge pilots

Potter Heigham Old Road Bridge

All hire boats must use the bridge pilot -
available 8.30am-6.00 pm. Passage depends
on tide and weather conditions.

tel 01692 670460

Wroxham Bridges

Certain hire boats must use the bridge pilot -
please refer to your boat manual. Make sure
the back of your boat is clear of the bridge
before you turn.

Measuring up

P

é

headroom?
(air draught)

Make sure you know the headroom (air draught)

your boat needs before trying to get under a

bridge. This is the distance between the waterline

and the topmost part of your boat.

Check the advance bridge gauge or clearance
boards to see what clearance you have available
and whether your boat will pass through.

Approaching the bridge

® Allow plenty of time to get your mast
or canopy down — several bridges have
de-masting points for this purpose.

® Always make sure you and your crew are
safely inside the cockpit when going under
a bridge - watch your head!

® Be mindful of other river users, but always
try to pass through the centre of the
channel when going under a bridge.

® At bridges, power driven boats travelling
against the current or tide should give way
to boats travelling with the tide or current.

MAXIMUM
HEIGHT
UNDER

BRIDGE Arched bridges

are deceptive and you

FEET METRES

eed to be aware of the widt
of your boat

A
Always line up
the centre of
the boat with the
centre of the arch

Opening bridges

Most bridges do not need to be booked

in advance. For Trowse Swing Bridge visit
www.broads-authority.gov.uk for specific
opening times. For Carrow and Novi Sad
Bridges (Norwich) telephone Broads Radio
Control 01603 756056.

Reedham and Somerleyton Bridges

If you need these bridges to open, give three
long blasts on the horn or call on vHF channel 12.
Bridges will not open for boats clearly able to
pass under.

A A single red flag indicates the bridge is
operational and in service.

A Two red flags indicate the bridge is not
. in service and is in-operable. You will
- also need to take note of any signs.



