	To all boatyards/payers of Hire Tolls



	  
	Date 15 February 2010  
	Reference SB/EJF   
	  


Dear 
Licensing for Powered Hire Boat Operation
The Broads Authority is introducing a licensing scheme for hire boat operations in April 2010 under Section 40 of the Broads Authority Act 2009. The scheme requires operators of powered hire boats (see note 1) to apply to the Authority for a licence to operate hire boats and also for operators to apply for a licence for each powered hire boat vessel to be operated. 
The Licences will be subject to conditions, copies are attached, and it is important that applicants fully understand these conditions before applying for licenses.

According to our records you have previously registered your boat/s as a hire vessel. We have therefore assumed that you may wish to continue and have enclosed a pack containing licence application forms and associated conditions. Where possible we have pre-printed application forms with data you have already submitted to the Authority, this hopefully will save you time and aid your application.
Before completing your applications please review the contents of the pack to confirm that the vessels detailed on the schedule you intend to continue to let for hire and strike out any vessels which are no longer in use as hire vessels. Any additional vessels you wish to operate must be added to this schedule and a blank form is enclosed for this purpose.  
In order that the Authority may grant a Licence for each vessel you must on application submit the results of a Loading and Stability test for each boat or for class of boats you wish to licence. Full details of the test requirements are detailed in the Code for Design, Construction and Operation of Hire Boats available at the following website: http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/boating/the-broads-act-2009--how-it-affects-you.html. or on request from the Tolls office.
Following the first application for licenses subsequent renewal fees will be rolled in to your annual tolls account, and included with the toll account will be self declarations to re-apply annually for licenses.

Over

Note that the Authority has the right to refuse revoke or suspend Licenses and in such circumstances you have the right to appeal through the local Magistrates Court, or for conditions relating to construction standards through the Broads Authority Standards Appeals Panel.
Hire Boat operators who are located within the North Norfolk District Council area will need to licence all of their powered hire vessels with the Authority and only their unpowered day boats with North Norfolk District Council.

Yours sincerely
[image: image1.png]



Steve Birtles
Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety

Enclosures:

1.
Hire-Boat Operator and Hire-Boat Licence Application Forms and Schedule.

2.
Hire-Boat Operator Conditions.

3.
Hire-Boat Conditions.

4.
Hire-Boat Operator and Hire-Boat Application Guidance Notes.

Note 1
The following craft are not included in the scheme for 2010/11 tolls year:-

Skippered vessels

Sailing boats with motors

Non Powered craft
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