Broads Authority
Summary of Education Delivery 2008:
Countryside Rangers

The Countryside Rangers continue to play a major role in the delivery of environmental education within the Broads.
Selected highlights are listed below:
· Ranger led Schools weeks

2  Broads Authority schools weeks were run in 2008. (June and September) 8 local primary and middle schools attended, KS2.  These weeks specifically targeted schools in areas of known social deprivation and the emphasis of the activities was on practical countryside management .
· Bungay High School
Rangers directly support practical work for Bungay High School BTEC 1st Certificate Countryside and Environment (14-16yrs) KS4.
· Ad hoc School visits

Countryside Rangers deal with ad hoc contacts from schools and colleges, both for visits into schools and site visits.
· School Grounds Work
Practical input or advice has been given to 9 local infant or primary schools regarding school ground improvement schemes.
· The Right Direction Project
Over the summer, Rangers had a major input into a holiday project for referred teenage pupils from Thetford. This has developed into an ongoing fixture.

· ANPA Members workshop.

Eilish Owen-Rothney ran a workshop session at the ANPA Members workshop in April.

· Other news

Science Curriculum links are being developed with 2 secondary and 1 primary school within the Broads area. 

The BA is developing a new 5 year education strategy for 2009.

Whitlingham Country Park
WCP staff have been making major developments with regard to educational work in 2008.
A summary of highlights is below:

Delivery of Forest Schools (with Norfolk County Council) Park Manager and 2 Country Park Rangers trained to level three as Forest Schools Instructors leading seven school visits per week throughout the year. Rangers liaise with local schools and nurseries to organise and run FS courses in the park for students of ages ranging from 3 -19. The majority of the clientele comes from between 14 and 19 years old and are from areas of deprivation within the city 
WCP rangers liaise with schools and a variety of support groups (YMCA, Norfolk County Council, Social Services) to organise and run FS projects in the park- dealing with PRU’s (pupil referral units) as well as delivering training sessions to a variety of audiences including Norwich Union, YMCA and other corporate clients.
WCP Rangers trained as John Muir Award Instructors delivering John Muir Award scheme to school visits.
WCP provides accommodation, and maintain designated education areas in the park for RSPB Living Classrooms who have 20-30 school visits per year.

WCP provides accommodation and occasional teaching for monthly RSPB Nuthatches Young Birdwatchers group meetings which runs on a monthly basis at the country park.
WCP staff liaise with Easton College to provide one day per week educational placements for students – there are currently 4 students on placement at the park for the year.
Waterways

Waterways Directorate involvement with education has been through water safety leaflets, attendance at the annual Norwich City Council 'Get Safe 4 summer' swimming safety campaign and the occasional water safety talk to primary schools.
Bursary Scheme – Millwrights and Reed and Sedge Cutters;

For 3 years the BA has been running a  HLF funded Bursary scheme for Reed and Sedge cutters and Millwright Bursaries 
5 reed and sedge cutters have now qualified and 4 are now working within the field. 5 new bursary students have recently been taken on. 

5 millwright bursary students are continuing their training though the future of the project is subject to further funding bids.

NVQ Initiatives:

The BA has recently employed a Subject Skills Co-ordinator in partnership with Norfolk Education Adult Services  to deliver NVQ Environmental Conservation Level 2 for staff and volunteers. 
Work Placement Students
In 2008 the BA has had 20 High schools work experience students from yr 10/11 on 1 or 2 week placements. In addition there have been 5 work related learning students from local schools and 8 students from Easton Countryside College on longer term placements 
Public Events

In addition to this there has been an extensive programme of over 130 Broads Authority public events throughout the Broads, mostly managed by the Countryside Ranger Team and Whitlingham Country Park Rangers.
Broads Environmental Education Network: 

The BA continues to take the lead on Broads Environmental Education Network
There has been one meeting of the Broads Environmental Education Network at Gressenhall Museum of Country Life which was attended by representatives from outdoor education providers from all over the Broads.

