Conservation News

Thanks for taking a look at Conservation News from the Broads
Authority; we had some great feedback last time about how much you
enjoyed the read, so | hope this matches up.

Andrea Kelly, Head of Conservatioﬁ/(%\ &&1
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Biodiversity Action PlariThe Broads BAP consists of
Cheerios two parts; the framework document and the action

plan document. The framework document describes

Hannah Gray¢ Trinity and LoundConservation the special habitats and species of the Broads, and
Officer, who will be on Magrnity leave from mid

March for D months or so describes a series of case studies of partnership
conservation projects. The Broads Authority lagso
Hellos produced a Potential Habitat Opportunity Mafas

part of the BAP process.
Grahame Hewitt¢ 6 month post to coordinate
volunteers and manage the fens
Eilish Rothneyc O2 @SNA YA | Fyyl KQ& LI A UpoenbidZNPedoTrcas
maternity leave

Broads Biodiversity
Action Plan

The Broads is a fragileetland which has come
under increasing pressure from a variety of sources
in the last century.Habitat loss and fragmentation,
nutrient enrichment and pollution of waterways,
and increasing threats from nemative species and

The action plan document sets out the acton
required by the Broads Authority for biodiversity
enhancement, working with partners over the next
five years (2002014). The Broads Authority is
currently working with several partner organisations
including Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership, Natural
Emgland, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
and Norfolkand SuffolkWildlife Trussto ensure the
wildlife and habitats of the Broads are conserved
and enhanced for future generations to enjoy.

Broads Authority Biodiversity Action Plan
Action Plan 2009-2014

< = Broads Authority
July 2009
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rising sea levels assoaat with climate change,
have seen a decline in species and habitats.

The Broads Authority is committed to halting and
reversing this decline in species and habitats in the


http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/broads/live/managing/broads-biodiversity-action-plan/BBAP_Actions_final_version_-2-2.pdf
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/broads/live/managing/broads-biodiversity-action-plan/BBAP_Actions_final_version_-2-2.pdf
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/managing/broads-biodiversity-action-plan/more-information-on-the-bap-opportunity-map.html

Bood for fen work and
volunteers

We are delighted a have been able to appoint a
newly trained student from our Heritage Lottery
Reed and Sedg€utters Bursary Schem&rahame
Hewitt. Grahame has hit the ground running and
been managing reedbeds that have not been
touched for over 40 yearsas well agleaing scrub
to create access fayur Fen Harvester.

Fen Barmnd Wildlife
Garden

Fen Barn is situated in the heart @bunty Wildlife

Ste 'Lound Lakes' and is utilised as a volunteer base
and conference facility as well as a centre for public
events andschool visits.

With funding from Essex and Suffolk Water, the
'Friends of Lound Lakes' have developed a beautiful
haven for visitors and wildlife alike. The garden and
orchard comprise a host of specially chosen plants
that stimulate the senses and pro an alyear
round source of food, water and shelter for a huge
variety of wildlife. The ever developing planting
schemegreds a visitor with a feast of tantalising
sights, sounds and smells.

Planting native flora is the easiest way to attract
wildlife to a garden as these plants are essential to
many food chains. Native plants are a big feature of
the garden with a wonderful wildlife meadow in

which Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor) has
successfully established. This will further help reduce
the fertility of the grassland and encourage other
flowering plants to establish. Not surprisingly, the
wildlife meadow is the best place in the reserve to
carry out butterfly counts with species such as
Brown Argus Rlebeusagestis)and Small Copper
(Lycaenaphlaeas)enjoying the abundant source of
sweet organic nectar.

Additionally,the Broads Authoritthasbeen working

in partnership with Suffolk Wildlife Trust to create a
magnificent Barn Owl sculpture made by local artist
Paul Richardson. This has been useddip promote
{2¢Qa 62yRSNFdzZ . FNY hot
and will now be taking up more permanent
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Friend of Lound Lakes
Volunteer Group

The volunteers at Lound have been installing nest
boxes in he surrounding woodland. This will not
only increase the amount of nesting opportunities
for some of the more common birds such as great tit
(Parus major) robin (Erithacus rubeculaand wren
(Troglodytes troglodyteshut hopefully encourage
globally threatened species such as the spotted
flycatcher (Muscicapa striata) and lesser spotted
woodpecker Dendrocoposninor). The boxes will be
monitored by the volunteers to find out which
species are breeding successfully at Lound.

Judith Hobbs has volunteereat Lound since the
Broads Authority became involved with the project.
She is about to retire from her work as a solicitor
and with her newfound spare time has decided to
help us with our brushcutting. She passed her
brushcutting qualification with flyingotours and has
recently cut the grass in the orchard. The area was
raked and the cuttings have been collected to ensure
the nutrients do not go back into the soil. Lower
nutrient grassland increases the diversity of
wildflowers as the more competitive spes
including Nettles Wrticia dioica)and Cow Parsley
(Anthriscus sylvestris) cannot survive. This gives
species such as Birdsfoot Trefgibtus corniculatus)
and Viper's Buglog&chium vulgared better chance

of establishment.

Recently a number ofolunteers at Lound and the
Trinity Broads have been studying for an Q\Vh

Environmental Conservatiomhich will help develop
a greater understandingf the site management at
Lound. The courseill be a real asset to further their
movement into careersni the conservation sector.



The students have been busy creating a plants can grow beneath it, meaning all the

management plan for Fen Barn wildlife garden and insects, birds and animals that would usually
learning how to manage a variety of habitats live in these often delicate habitats eventually
including rush pasture, mature woodland, reedbed disappear from the area.

and hay meadows. T Only trees taller than the Rhododendron

survive. When they die, there is mhance of

RhOdI BaShing seedling regeneration in the dry darkness

beneath the Rhododendron.
The Trinityand Lound projects have been busy this

year removing rhododendron from around the
Trinity broads and Fritton Lake. We have had help
from our local volunteer groups and EDF Energy. EDF
Energy employeesnjoyed clearing some othe
rhododendron from OrmesbyBroad as part of a
team building exercise. However, there is still a large

Even when the Rhododendron is removed, a
thick mulch of decayesistant toxc leaves
prevents most species from germinating (apart
from, of course, new Rhodi seedlings, which
have to be hand pulled in subsequent years).
Therefore, the leaf detritus must also be
removed.

T1a AF GKFEG eslayQi Syz2c
flowers attractinsects so strongly, that there
are fewer available to pollinate native plants in
neighbouring areas. This indirect competition
can cause a decline in native plant numbers
nearby.

1 It has recently been widely publicised that
Rhododendron can harbour nasfyngal pests
called Phytophthora ramorum  and
Phytophthora kernoviathat can kill many other
trees near by. This is sometimesferred to as
Sudden Oak Deatliput can kill other species of
trees as well.

amount (over an acre) remaining that needs to be Wa’[el’ VO|e up Close

cleared so if youorganisationtompany would like

to carry out a similar team building event please Tha conservation team managesording Marsh
contact Hannah Gray for morgformation. Farm, located within a meander of the river Bure.

) . Unfortunately Americanmink have been discovered
The Lound volunteer group carried out some rhodi o this site, and the reed cutter (Billy Burgess) has
bashing (this is a technical term!) as part of the ingly peen settiniumanetraps to eradicate them. .
b2yl UAGS {LISOASa 5Fe 27F ol Qo &ur r&h%eﬁa@@moﬁité@ﬁou%&" as
the profile of the damage invasive narative
aLlsoAsa NB R2Ay3 02 UKS gy YRfed Qs Fdp WKR Al Aallght a water vole
instead of a mink. We got to have a close up look at
this cute creature before releasing it unharmethe
picture below shows the vole patiently waiting to get

Rhododendron ponticummative in eastern Europe,
frequently grows unchecked imour woods and
heathland, where it has spread from gardens and
country estates, or established by seffeding. It is a
headache for nature conservation workers
countrywidefor a number of reasons:

9 It has an amazing ability to spread and will
rapidly dominate a habitat. Its branches root
wherever they touch the ground and gradually a
dense tangle of branches can build up to a
height of over 10m, with an individual plant
covaing over 100rof ground.

1 The canopy of thick evergreen leaves excludes
all light from the woodland floor. No other




