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The Broads - a member of the
National Park family
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Aim

To avoid disturbance, killing and injury to water voles at dredging disposal sites.

Environmental Risk 

	Impact
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Killing and injury of water voles in burrows by heavy machinery
	High
	Exclude water voles from works area 

	Blocking of occupied burrows by dredgings
	High
	Exclude water voles from works area

	Drowning of young in burrows
	High
	Pump to maintain existing water level in dyke


Standard

· Clear vegetation within works area with hand-operated cutters by successive cuts to ground level;

· Area to be cut will be advised by ecologist and will include soke dyke edge and river’s edge on some sites;

· Cut area must include accessible emergent vegetation in the soke dyke and all bankside vegetation to 3m from the water’s edge which may include the back of the floodbank;

· Rake off all arisings to uncover burrows and expose bare ground as far as possible and remove off site or outside the works area;

· Avoid excessive trampling along water’s edge and bankside habitat as far as possible; 
· Carry out further cutting to maintain bare ground as above; 

Delivery method

Vegetation removal by BA as advised by ecologist carrying out water vole surveys. Repeat cutting by BA as advised by ecologist. 
Consultation 
BA - Conservation 
External - BESL

Further Information
Natural England licence may be required for exclusion which involves disturbance to water vole habitat. 
Checks: 
External consultation completed
Internal Consultation completed















NOTES 





Disposal site selection


Identify dredging disposal sites by June


Complete internal consultation with Conservation team by the end of June











Drainage ditches in the Broads are important habitats for water vole, a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species which receives full protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Working practices aim to comply with the protected species legislation which protects both the animals and their habitat.

















Water vole trapping and translocation:


If water voles cannot be excluded from the works area by vegetation removal, trapping and translocation may be required as a back up


Trapping and translocation carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist under Natural England licence in March or September/October only





Water vole surveys in July/August:


Ecologist & BA operatives mark out works area(s)


Ecologist carries out water vole surveys & determines mitigation requirement





   WATER VOLE CONSULTATION AND MITIGATION PROCEDURE








September/October or March/April:


Commence disposal when water voles excluded





Exclusion may be carried out in either September/October or March:


Vegetation cutting by BA operatives


Monitoring for water voles by ecologist












