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The Broads - a member of the
National Park family
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Environmental Risk

	Impact
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Death of water vole/s 
	High
	Baseline survey and mitigation

	Damage, destruction or obstructing access to any place which water voles use for shelter/protection
	High
	Exclude water voles from works area

	Drowning of young whilst in burrows
	High
	Draw down dyke water to pre-works level


Aim

To avoid adverse impacts on water vole populations whilst undertaking dyke clearance operations.

Standard

· Undertake water vole survey, including signs, as well as sightings
· Determine impacts and plan mitigation. The main mitigation technique is displacement
· Clear vegetation within works area with hand-operated cutters by successive cuts to ground level to discourage water voles
· Issue contractor/staff with specification for working methods to avoid impact on water voles
· Monitor all stages of works to determine success and amend mitigation if required
· If signs of water voles found on initial survey, carry out survey one year after works to monitor populations
Delivery method

· Member of Conservation Team to survey working area between April and October and determine impacts and mitigation
· Work from one bank only, where possible, to minimise disruption to water vole populations
· Strimming bank side vegetation down to bare earth (<5cm tall) up to 3m from dyke edge in the autumn or spring before works are due to commence
· Undertake works in small sections leaving gaps of 10-20m as refuge areas
· Undertake works in September/October
· Draw down of dyke water should be carried out if voles persist in remaining in works area

Consultation

BA - Conservation 
Natural England – License application if need to physically trap and move any water voles.

Further Information
Water vole handbook

BESL water vole mitigation: 2006 Review

BESL water vole mitigation: 2007 Review

Checks: 
External Consultation completed

Internal Consultation completed















NOTES





Water vole surveys in July/August:


Mark out works area(s)


Member of Conservation Team carries out water vole surveys & determines mitigation requirement





Drainage ditches in the Broads are important habitats for water vole, a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species which receives full protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Water vole populations can be affected by dyke clearance works, so working practices aim to comply with protected species legislation which protects both the animal and their habitat.

















Work site selection


Identify sites by June


Complete internal consultation with Conservation Team by the end of June











   WATER VOLE CONSULTATION AND MITIGATION PROCEDURE





September/October or March/April:


Commence works when water voles excluded





Water vole trapping and translocation:


If water voles cannot be excluded from the works area by vegetation removal, trapping and translocation may be required as a back up


Trapping and translocation carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist under Natural England licence in March or September/October only





Exclusion may be carried out in either September/October or March:


Vegetation cutting by BA operatives


Monitoring for water voles by member of Conservation Team











