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Aim

Eradication of Himalayan Balsam from bank-sides, river margin and fen habitats.
Environmental Impact
	Risk
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Spreading seeds
	High
	Ideally hand-pull before seedpods ripen. Arisings placed on geo-textile mats.

	Trampling native vegetation
	High
	Define pathways and ensure selective pulling

	Disturbance to ground nesting birds
	Med
	Pre-survey of area, if removing before end July. See ESOP 14.


Standard

· Hand-pull all individual plants in an area, and either remove from site for composting or make small piles placed on geo-textile mats to decay in-situ;
· Mark the mats (eg. coloured bamboo poles/sticks) and remove at a later date if not composted down;
· Define pathways for access to areas of dense vegetation to avoid undue  trampling of native vegetation;
· Pile pulled plants on freshly cleared areas to minimise disturbance of native vegetation;
· If seedpods are ripe and popping stop removal work.
Delivery method

· Multiple pulling sessions spaced 3-6 weeks apart from May to October are optimal for complete removal of one years plants;
· For the most effective eradication strategy, new sites should only be cleared if considered in terms of their place in the whole catchment and the distribution of Himalayan balsam therein.

Further Information
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
Consultation 

BA – Conservation, Countryside Rangers
Checks: 
External Consultation completed

Internal Consultation completed










Himalayan Balsam forms dense stands which suppress the growth native British plants.  This can leave river banks bare of vegetation in autumn and winter, making them more liable to sediment erosion. It is an offence under Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Part II of Schedule 9, to plant or cause to grow Himalayan Balsam
























