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The Broads - a member of the
National Park family
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Aim

To cut submerged rooted water plants to provide sufficient navigation depth, as well as prevent uprooting of plants by vessels and to retain an understory of vegetation for aquatic life.

Environmental Impact
	Impact
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Heaps of decaying cut material deoxygenating the watercourse
	High
	Cut heaps to be no less than 5 m from waters edge, or half way between channel and soke dyke

	Removal of invertebrates
	High
	Dispose close to waterway as above

	Uprooting of plants in windy conditions 
	Medium
	Avoid windy conditions

	Cutting or damaging rare/protected aquatic plants
	Medium
	Raise cutting height; pre-survey for such species

	Creation of floating material
	Low
	None required with BA equipment
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Standard

· Cutting height is no less than 30cm above the bed, cutting height may be raised in deeper channels in line with Waterway Specifications; 

· Where rare/protected species occur, such as Holly-leaved naiad, raise cutting height to 50cm above the bed; 

· Leave a minimum non-intervention margin of 3m from the bank, more if channel width allows, as per navigable envelope for each stretch; 

· Disposal of small amounts of material are placed bankside with local agreement. Larger volumes need off-site reuse such as commercial composting;
· No cutting beyond September to ensure sufficient food for wintering birds. Plants naturally die-down at this time.
Delivery method

Cutting occurs with the Miller weed harvester between June and September, depending on aquatic plant growth. 
Consultation 
BA - Waterways Conservation, Navigation Rangers, Countryside Rangers
Natural England, Environment Agency, BESL (see consultation procedure)
Further Information
Upper Thurne and Barton Water Space Management Plans
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/projects/upper-thurne.html





Checks: 
Internal Consultation completed

External Consultation completed






NOTES 





Consult internal consultees in February to March, finalised in April.








Consultation to include project description (e.g. weed cutting, location, time, cut height below water surface and above bed)





Waterways of the Broads have unique and important water plant communities, providing refuge and food for fish, birds. Working practices aim to conserve these features whilst providing depth for boats.




















Consult external statutory consultees (NE, EA, including BESL) in April. 





Allow 28 days for EN response (CRoW ACT).





Consultation to include:


project description (e.g. weed cutting, location, time, cut height) 


covering letter stating that all operations will follow Standard Operating Procedures any changes to programme will be consulted on.








Project Manager contacts landowners.





MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME CONSULTATION PROCEDURE








