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Environmental Standard Operating Procedure 20

Japanese Knotweed Control
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Environmental Impact
	Hazard
	 Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Spread of Japanese Knotweed to other surrounding areas via water
	High
	Control existing stands, no mechanical cutting near water

	Existing stands could increase in size outcompeting native species
	High
	Control existing stands

	Disturbing the root network, whilst undertaking works, thereby promoting its growth
	Medium
	Mark an exclusion area around the plant


Consultation 

BA – Conservation, Countryside Rangers

Environment Agency - if spraying herbicide near water (see ESOP 16)
Aim

To control and eliminate current stands of Japanese Knotweed; and to prevent the spread of this plant in the undertaking of bankside operations.
Standard

· Identify existing areas of Japanese Knotweed for control
· Mark an exclusion area of 10m to the nearest stem, when working in the vicinity of the plant
· Control Japanese Knotweed by cutting and herbicide application (refer to SOP 
· Do not move cut material from site, treat in situ
Delivery method

· Cut the Japanese Knotweed to just below the first node in autumn
· Place the cut vegetative material on an impermeable membrane, ensuring all foliage is collected above potential flood height, allowed to dry then burnt
· Preferably inject remaining stems with herbicide, or spray if areas is large (<500m2)
· Check following year for re-growth and treat by spot treatment with herbicide
· Continue to check for re-growth and spread, until one whole year after no re-growth is seen
Further Information
Environment Agency guidance on removal

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31364.aspx
Checks: 
External Consultation completed

Internal Consultation completed




Japanese Knotweed was introduced into the UK in the 1800’s as an ornamental garden plant. Tall and vigorous growing, it soon dominates and out competes native species. It can regenerate in almost any environment from a fragment as small as 0.7 gram (10mm in length) of rhizome material.


























