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Environmental Standard Operating Procedure 21
Ragwort Control
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Environmental Impact
	Impact
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Ragwort plants go to seed before treated or pulled.


	High
	All removing operations to be planned before the end of July.

	Heaps of pulled ragwort going to seed.
	High
	Compost in an enclosed area and/or cover with plastic sheeting.

	Affecting non-target species when applying herbicide.
	Medium
	Pre-works survey for rare or endangered plant species. See SOP 16. 


Aim

In grazing fields or fields cut for hay, the aim is to eradicate ragwort entirely. In all other areas the intention is to prevent ragwort from spreading. 
Standard

· The risk that ragwort poses to livestock should be identified. Where high risk areas are found, immediate action should be initiated. Medium risk areas should be carefully monitored. Control in medium risk areas should, at a minimum, stop the area escalating to high risk.
· Ragwort should be clearly identified.

· When ragwort is pulled or levered the root needs to be completely removed for the method to be effective.

· Please refer to SOP 16 before applying herbicide. 
· Ragwort should be composted in an enclosed area or left to rot under a plastic sheet away from grazing animals and least 10m from a watercourse. If this is impractical ragwort can left to dry out and then be burnt on site.  
· If grazing animals are present in treated fields, prevention of consumption of the pulled material should be achieved by gathered immediately all ragwort into bags, trailer or placed in fenced piles.
Delivery method

See diagram overleaf for appropriate treatment type.

Pulling ragwort by hand or using spot treatment of glyphosate should take place in June or July.

Consultation 
· When glyphosate method near water used see ESOP 16.
· When composting more than 5 tonnes of plant matter at anyone time contact the EA for an exemption from Waste Management Licensing.

· When burning ragwort contact the Environment Agency to register an exemption from Waste Management Licensing Regulations or the Agricultural Waste Regulations.

Flow diagram for choosing the appropriate ragwort treatment method
Further Information

Defra guidance

http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/wildlife/weeds/ 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/wildlife/weeds/pdf/ragwort-dispose.pdf
Checks: 

External Consultation completed

Internal Consultation completed






Ragwort is an invasive weed toxic to horses and livestock. Classed an injurious weed on the 1959 Weeds Act and the 2003 Ragwort Control Act, it is essential to stop Ragwort from spreading into pasture areas. Ragwort is also an important nectar resource for many insect species with some reliant on the plant for their survival. It is therefore important that ragwort is eradicated only in high risk areas.
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Hand pull or use levering device. 





Use hand-held weed wiper to apply glyphosate.





Use hand-held weed wiper to apply glyphosate or hand pull/levering device.








Treat with glyphosate in a knapsack. 
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