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Environmental Standard Operating Procedure 2

Sediment Removal
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Aim

To remove recently accumulated sediment to provide sufficient navigation depth, water plant depth and removal of stored nutrients.

Environmental Impact
	Impact
	 Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Spreading invasive non-native species
	High
	Clean plant between jobs, especially when moving between rivers

	Removal or damage to sedentary species e.g. mussels or water plants
	High
	Pre-survey, move individuals, timing of works 

	Smothering of adjacent plants
	Medium
	Deploy silt curtains in high risk areas

	Resuspension of sediment
	Medium
	Avoid spillages

	Over-dredging
	Low
	Pre-survey; continuous monitoring to ensure peat not removed
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Standard

· Dredge to Waterways Specifications; 

· Leave a minimum non-intervention margin of 3m from the bank, or greater as detailed in the navigable envelope for that stretch; 
· Site based pre-survey needed to establish sediment depth and type and occurrence of Protected Species; 

· Sample sediment in advance of dredging and analyse for contaminants (see SOP 3).
Delivery method

Various methods (see Sediment Management Strategy)

Consultation 
BA – Conservation, Countryside Rangers
Natural England, Environment Agency, BESL (see consultation procedure).

Further Information
BA Sediment Management Strategy

http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/managing/rivers-and-broads/sediment-management/sediment-management-strategy.html






Checks: 
Internal Consultation completed

External Consultation completed





NOTE 





MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME CONSULTATION PROCEDURE





Broads waterways require maintenance dredging to ensure they provide safe passage to craft, depth for water plants and nutrient removal in some locations. The Broads Sediment Management Strategy (SMS) details this process.























Consult internal consultees in February to March, finalised in April.








Consultation to include project description (e.g. dredge area, timing, sediment volume, dredge specification, disposal location, sediment quality report, presence of Protected Species, whether works located in a Designated Site)





Consult external statutory consultees (NE, EA, including BESL) in April. 





Allow 28 days for EN response (CRoW ACT).





Consultation to include:


project description (as box above) 


covering letter stating that all operations will follow Standard Operating Procedures any changes to programme will be consulted on.








Project Manager contacts landowners.




















