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Aim

To reuse and recycle sediment where possible, but where sediment disposal is unavoidable, ensure it is carried out with consideration to the terrestrial habitat to have a minimal ecological impact
Environmental Impact
	Impact
	 Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Destruction/loss of habitat and disturbance/death of Protected Species 
	High
	Pre-works Protected Species surveys

	Loss of terrestrial habitat
	High
	Restoration plan and compensatory habitat creation

	Raising nutrient levels on rond
	High
	No disposal on plant species rich ronds 

	Raising levels, drying land & promoting tree and scrub growth 
	High
	Agree final level; survey during works; restore site

	Elevated contaminant levels
	Low
	Pre-dredge sediment survey

	Colonisation of invasive species 
	Low
	Preventative restoration plan 
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Standard

· Select disposal sites to have minimum ecological impact 
· Test contaminant and nutrient content of sediment prior to dredging (see SOP 7)
· Carry out Protected Species surveys

· Work with landowner to generate suitable restoration plan

· Work in conjunction with BESL, where possible, to fill in old soke dykes or strengthen flood walls as part of their program
· Work in conjunction with landowners to use material to create or restore habitats

· Disposal should occur in the most economical and sustainable way eg. deposit sediment near to where remove, where possible

Consultation 
BA - Conservation, Planning, Countryside Rangers
Environment Agency, Natural England, BESL (see consultation procedure in ESOP 2)) 
Delivery method

· Agree potential dredging disposal sites with Conservation team 
· Conservation team to take into consideration protected species and breeding birds and advise on timescale for disposal (refer to SOPs 11-15)

· Chemically analyse dredgings to assess the level of potential contaminants in the spoil

· Work with Conservation team and landowner to devise a relevant restoration plan

· Dispose sediment in a manner with the least impact/disturbance to terrestrial habitat

· Monitor vegetation establishment and treat any invasive species that colonise (refer to ESOPs 17-23)

Further Information
Sediment Management Strategy
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/managing/rivers-and-broads/sediment-management/sediment-management-strategy.html
Checks: 
External Consultation completed

Internal Consultation completed





NOTES 








The Sediment Management Strategy outlines the principles of reuse, recycle and reduce sediment within the Broads. It is inevitable that some material will need to be disposed of on the land, where this occurs it should seek to have minimal ecological impact. 




































