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Aim

To avoid killing, injuring or disturbing a species protected by law, and the destruction of its habitat.
Environmental Impact 
	Impact
	Likelihood
	Mitigation

	Disturbance, killing & injury of Protected Species including
bat, otter, water vole & breeding birds. 
	High
	See SOPs 11-15

	Destruction of habitat
	High
	As above.


Tree & Scrub Habitats

Trees (particularly mature trees) provide habitats for a wide variety of wildlife including birds (nesting, perches & shelter), bats (roosts), otters (holts). 
Scrub (open & closed) provides excellent habitat for birds. Scrub close to sunny basking areas are important for amphibians and reptiles. Areas of scrub can also provide cover for Otter holts.
Wet Woodland is a BAP habitat and important for invertebrates and plants.
Overhanging trees and scrub provide refuges for fish. Overhanging branches are also used as feeding perches by birds like Kingfishers, which can use root plates of upturned trees as nesting areas.
Veteran Trees/Ancient trees A sustainable population of ancient trees in the landscape is vital for the wildlife dependent on them. 
Hedgerows
Under the Hedgerows Regulations 1997, it is against the law to remove or destroy certain hedgerows without permission from the local planning authority. 
Consultation 
BA – Conservation, Countryside Rangers, Planning
Natural England, Forestry Commission, 
Checks: 
· Internal consultation completed

· External consultation/s completed

Standard
· Consult Natural England if proposed tree and scrub management is within, or likely to impact, a Protected Area.
· Advise Forestry Commission of proposed tree and scrub management. Apply for felling licence if required.
· Conservation Team to identify and map the types of habitats and species present in the area to be managed.
· Identify planning consent constraints/ Tree Preservation Orders. Contact planning department for advice.
· Avoid tree and scrub removal works during the breeding bird season (late February- late September) If unavoidable then breeding bird checks to be made.
· Conserve mature trees where possible.
· Retain some cut wood as habitat piles for invertebrates.
Delivery method
· Conservation Team to undertake and map habitat and species present, identifying areas of conservation importance that should be avoided.
· Ecological assessment of the habitat value to be made. Consideration for habitat connectivity, shelter, wider habitat and species context should be made.
· Tree and scrub management to be monitored by Conservation Officer during and after work. 
Further Information:
· Natural England - The Scrub Management Handbook 
· Natural England - Veteran Trees Management Handbook
· Broads Authority - River Corridor Tree and Scrub Management Guidance

· Broads Authority- Fen Audit – Supplement to the Fen Management Strategy

· See individual SOP’s for further information sources on protected species.



















Trees and scrub provide important habitats for a range of species.  Sympathetic management of these areas has a positive effect on European Protected Species including bats, water vole and otter.  Breeding birds, amphibians and reptiles are also at risk from harm and are protected by law under The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.








January:


Identify tree & scrub clearance areas.  Project manager to contact landowners














Early February:


Conservation Officer carries out habitat assessment of area/s to be managed and determines mitigation requirement for habitat and protected species in accordance with ESOP’s for protected species























MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME CONSULTATION PROCEDURE








Late February/Early March:


Any trees of conservation importance for protected species to be marked in the field.


Internal and external consultation.


Conservation Officer monitors area/s during and after management operations.



























