Development Management Policies DPD Examination
Inspector’s preliminary questions for the Authority
There are some matters that I wish to raise with the Authority at this stage.  It would greatly assist the efficiency of the examination if the Authority could prepare a full written response addressing these questions by Friday 3 June.  
Where the questions seek clarification regarding the evidence base it would be helpful to provide precise references to relevant documents, and to provide the documents if these are not already in evidence.
National and regional matters
1. Are any changes likely to be required to the DPD to take account of the ‘Planning for Growth’ statement issued by the Minister of State for Decentralisation, 23 March 2011?
2. Following a recent High Court Challenge the Regional Strategy forms an ongoing part of the development plan and the general conformity test set out in the Act remains relevant.  Are all of the policies in the DPD in general conformity with the East of England Plan?  What evidence is there to demonstrate this?  If any are not, what is the local justification?  

3. The Government is committed to revoking Regional Strategies through the Localism Bill.  Following the revocation of the East of England Plan would there be any policy areas which would not be adequately covered by this DPD and/or national planning policy?  How would the Authority deal with any such policy gaps?
Matters arising from the submitted DPD
4. What is the plan period for this DPD?  Is this set out anywhere?
5. In the context of the representation from the RSPB, can the Authority confirm that there are no outstanding issues relating to the Appropriate Assessment of the DPD?  Does the Appropriate Assessment clearly demonstrate that the DPD would not adversely affect the integrity of the Natura 2000 sites?
6. Policy DP23 seeks to secure ‘contributions’ towards affordable housing from residential developments.  For clarification, does this refer to the direct provision of affordable housing on the application site or to financial contributions? 
7. On this point, paragraph 7.49 of the Core Strategy says that all housing developments will be required to make a financial contribution towards affordable housing.  Paragraph 5.32 of this Development Management Policies DPD says that financial contributions in lieu of on-site provision will only be acceptable in exceptional circumstances.  Is there conflict between the two DPDs here?

8. Policy DP23 relies on the adopted standards of the District Councils.  For each District Council area:
i) What is the site size threshold?

ii) Is the site size threshold set out in an adopted DPD?

iii) Are the site size threshold and the proportions of affordable housing sought underpinned by an informed assessment of economic viability?

iv) If so, does the assessment take into account viability in the relevant part of the Broads Authority area?  
v) Has the viability assessment been undertaken on the basis of the current definition of affordable housing in Annex B of PPS3, which excludes low-cost market housing?

vi) What evidence is there to demonstrate all of this?
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