the Broads 

language
Brochures, leaflets, websites and merchandise all use words to describe the Broads and the experience of visiting the Broads. Whether you are selling or informing, there’s often a need to set the scene – to frame the message you wish to communicate in a wider context – the Broads as Britain’s magical waterland. 

Presented here are phrases and paragraphs that help to provide this context, accompany an image or “customise” the Broads message to suit your individual needs. You don’t have to use them – but if you need a helping hand writing your text, headlines, captions and web content, feel free to cut, paste, chop and change to meet your requirements. This text is available as a Word document on the toolkit CD.

Captions and sound bites

•
The Broads. Poetry in slow motion. 

•
The Broads. Time to reflect.

•
The Broads. The nature of relaxation. 

•
The Broads. Natural refreshment. 

•
The Broads. Sustainable by nature. 

•
The Broads. Reflect, recollect, reconnect. 

•
The Broads. The quickest way to slow down. 

•
The Broads. Nature never goes out of fashion. 

•
Lose yourself in nature. Find yourself in the Broads. 

•
The Broads. Wider skies. 

•
The Broads. Reset your bearings.

•
The Broads. Cast off your troubles. 

General positioning statement

The Broads is Britain’s magical waterland, a uniquely beautiful environment shaped by people working hand in hand with nature over thousands of years. The Broads offers visitors an experience unlike any other, both on its rivers and lakes – the “broads” – and alongside them, on peaceful paths and cycleways and in the unspoiled villages and market towns that make up the tapestry of this fantastic area. 

The Broads offers a rich mix of attractions and activities year-round for visitors of any age and any interest. The Broads is proud to be a member of Britain’s family of National Parks, and is recognised globally for its wildlife and the distinct and precious character of its environment. 

Best of all, the Broads is so easy to get to for a holiday, short break or day visit, and it’s all within easy reach of the historic city of Norwich and the exhilarating coastline of Norfolk and Suffolk. A magical place where land and water, people and nature meet –there’s nowhere quite as special as the Broads.

Short descriptive points

•
This wonderful protected wetland – England’s largest – has over 125 miles of safe, enchanting waterways, carefully managed over centuries for people and for nature.

•
The big skies and sparkling landscape are a perfect canvas for adventure and relaxation – time to reflect, space to explore, a magical opportunity 
to enjoy a real family break. 

•
An intricate maze of rivers, tributaries and smooth, reed-fringed waters, the Broads invites exploration by boat, whether by Norfolk wherry, Canadian canoe or comfortable cabin cruiser. Tuition for beginners, safe moorings and our Ranger patrols ensure that everybody enjoys holidays afloat.
•
You can get so close to nature whilst boating on the Broads. Each turn reveals a new secret – dancing dragonflies, a chorus of birdsong from the reedbeds or the tail of an otter sliding below the water, leaving a tantalising trail of bubbles. 

•
The Broads inspires and delights at any time of year. Summer is a time for lazy holidays, family fun and messing about on the water, but the vast skies, ever-changing light and wealth of wildlife draw artists, photographers, anglers, walkers, birdwatchers and nature lovers year-round. 

•
Leisure time can be as relaxed or energetic as you like: river trips, sailing, angling, cycling and watersports are all easily found in the Broads. Visit a Roman fort, a country market or village fete; break for a long lunch at a waterside inn, or treat yourself to a local ice-cream. 

Themed messages
The Broads brand can be extended to accentuate particular messages – leisure options, the environment, heritage, water activities, accessibility and diversity. Here are some pieces of text relevant to these areas. The intention again is simply to show what could be done. Feel free to cut, paste, chop and change to meet your requirements.
A wildlife paradise
There’s no better place than the Broads to get up close to some of England’s best loved and most spectacular wildlife. The Broads boast booming bitterns, playful otters and darting kingfishers, native white waterlilies and rare fen orchids, and this is the only place to see one of Britain’s largest, rarest and most beautiful butterflies, the swallowtail. The reeds are filled with birdsong, while overhead, marsh harriers, hobbies and barn owls quarter the skies. Spring and autumn bring hosts of migrant birds, and huge flocks of waders and waterfowl spend the winter here. An internationally important wetland, the Broads is a member of the National Park family, and includes some of Europe’s most special nature reserves, with no fewer than 28 Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
Car-free and carefree
The Broads are not just easy to get to, but so easy to get around. A great network of local train and bus services, including a much-loved steam railway, mean that you can leave your car – and your worries – at home. Quiet roads and gentle terrain make the Broads an ideal destination for both cyclists and walkers. There are miles of recommended cycling routes along peaceful country lanes; the “Broads by Bike” cycle trails range from a family ride around tranquil Hickling Broad to an exhilarating spin out to the coast. Nearly 200 miles of peaceful footpaths and boardwalks offer waterside walks and unhurried strolls through beautiful countryside.   

All aboard
Without a doubt, the most magical way to discover the Broads is by boat. The waterways of the Broads are safe and easy to navigate, with over 125 tranquil, lock-free miles to explore. So much of the Broads can’t be reached by road that days – and nights – afloat become a real adventure, with hidden places, perfect fishing spots and close encounters with wildlife at every turn. The famous Broads motor cruisers have been holiday favourites since the 1930s, and today’s boats have all the comforts of home on board, so if you prefer to visit during the quieter, cooler months, you’ll have a cosy base for your explorations. With fresh air, sparkling water and wide horizons by day, and wonderfully dark, starry nights, a boating holiday on the Broads is an unforgettable experience. 

Stay and play
Land-based accommodation in the Broads ranges from friendly campsites, caravan and tourer parks and farmhouse B&Bs to indulgent country house hotels. With windmills, adventure parks, craft workshops and family-friendly nature reserves to visit, there’s plenty of fun to be had on dry land. But a Broads holiday wouldn’t be complete without taking to the water. Join a wildlife canoe safari to reach still, silent willow-draped waters, sail on board a skippered yacht or traditional Norfolk wherry, or work off some energy windsurfing or on a paddleboard. Riverboat tours visit the most beautiful spots for wildlife – and even cruise right into Norwich city centre – and all over the Broads, you’ll find boatyards offering motor cruisers, rowboats, canoes and sailing dinghies for hire by the day, or even just a morning. 
The wind in your sails
The wide-open waters and rivers of the Broads offer fantastic sailing, with racing and regattas year-round. Europe’s longest and most challenging inland event, the 24-hour Three Rivers Race, is held here, attracting crews from all over the world and crowds of spectators to cheer from the bridges. There’s sailing to suit all levels of experience, and the quieter waters are ideal for beginners. Boatyards, sailing clubs and schools offer everything from informal “Come and Try” days to week-long courses; and as any parent who loved Arthur Ransome’s “Coot Club” and “Big Six” knows, there are few better places to get youngsters afloat than the Broads.  
A change of scene
Wherever you are in the Broads, it’s just a short hop to the coast and some of the UK’s finest beaches, whether it’s the secluded dunes of Winterton or all the bustle and fun of Great Yarmouth. Easily within reach, too, are the big skies and fantastic beaches of north Norfolk, and Suffolk’s charming Heritage Coast. Inland, the fine cathedral city of Norwich beckons, with its famous castle, huge daily market and great restaurants and shopping. Check out street food stalls and hunt down bargains in the market, or explore the city’s antiques shops and vintage stores, its thriving arts scene and fantastic programmes of holiday events for children and adults. 

Eating and drinking
Waterside inns and peaceful country pubs offer everything from fine dining to fish and chips, while tea rooms and coffee shops pride themselves on their home-baking. Norfolk and Suffolk have some fantastic local produce, which you’ll see featured on menus, in the local shops and temptingly displayed on market stalls. Beef cattle graze the Broads marshes in summer, and at Great Yarmouth and the busy fishing port of Lowestoft, delicious fresh seafood is landed daily. To accompany it, there’s Norfolk apple juice and cider, Suffolk-grown white wine, or a pint from one of the distinctive local breweries, a treat for real ale hunters. 

People and nature
This is a timeless, tranquil landscape, dotted with sparkling lakes, reed-fringed channels and the iconic Broads windmills, testament to the generations past that drained the fen and marsh to create our farmlands and beautiful waterways. We take climate change and the environment seriously here – the very fabric of this special landscape and the local communities it supports depends on preserving the balance between the needs of people and nature. We’re finding new ways to reduce our footprint, keep our waters clean and set up sustainable initiatives throughout the Broads, and we ask all our visitors to respect the environment so that future generations can enjoy this unique and magical waterland.
