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Toll payers will benefit from the smallest increase in the Authority’s history

Toll increase the lowest on record
Broads toll payers will benefit from the
smallest increase in the Authority’s history
this year. The 1.7% rise is in line with
inflation and will allow the Authority
to continue to deliver current levels of
service and replace vehicles, vessels and
equipment.
It was recommended by the Navigation
Committee and approved by the Authority
in November. Income from toll payers
will fund a comprehensive programme of

Survey results will shape services
The Authority is saying a big thank you
to all those who responded to the largest
ever survey of stakeholders which is set to
shape the way the area is managed.
Insight Track carried out the independent
survey on topics ranging from trends in
boat use to how the Broads is promoted.
A total of 747 private boat owners took

work in 2015/16 including improvements
to Turntide Jetty (see page 3) a new wherry
and dredging equipment (page 3) and the
start of a large scale restoration project at
Hickling (page 2).

Committee, said: “The Broads tolls are
very good value for money, especially
when compared to other waterways and
in the context of all the valuable work the
Authority is doing.

The rise means just a 51p increase a year
for a canoe on the Broads, and for a large
motor boat of 48m2 it’s an extra £8.12 a
year.

“There is no regular Government funding
for navigation so all this improvement and
maintenance can only be funded
from tolls.”

David Broad, Broads Authority member
and Chairman of the Navigation
part along with hire boat operators,
residents and visitors. The Authority
is now undertaking an analysis of the
responses to inform future strategy
and policy.
A full report on the results went to
the Broads Authority meeting on 23
January and can be found at www.
broads-authority.gov.uk/broads-authority/
committees

Annual open event
Our annual event will be
held on Saturday 27 June at
the dockyard in Thorpe, from
10am with a presentation at
11am. Staff and members
will be on hand to answer
questions about their work.

Yare House 62-64 Thorpe Road, Norwich NR1 1RY • 01603 610734
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New canoe launch points
improve access to the Broads
Lord Mayor of Norwich Judith Lubbock and BA Chief Executive John Packman using the new canoe launch point at Cary’s Meadow

The Broads Authority has created two
new canoe launch points and eight
online canoe trails to meet the growing
popularity of canoeing.
A new launch point in Thorpe St Andrew,
at the entrance to Norwich, was opened
by the city’s Lord Mayor, Judith Lubbock
and the Chairman of Broadland District
Council, in November.
The £12,000 facility in Cary’s Meadow,
gives canoeists easy access to the heart of
the historic city or downstream towards

Whitlingham Country Park and beyond.
The Norwich Canoe Trail takes canoeists
upstream under 12 bridges, past the
football stadium and the 1,000 year old
cathedral, medieval Pull’s Ferry and Cow
Tower to the limit of navigation at New
Mills Yard, with the opportunity to stop at
historic pubs along the way.
Adrian Clarke, Senior Waterways and
Recreation Officer at the Broads Authority,
said “The new access point opens up the
Norwich City river corridor to canoeists

Hickling scheme
would deliver
multiple benefits
A large scale project at Hickling to deliver
multiple benefits including erosion
protection, island creation and channel
dredging is in the planning stages.
It follows latest hydrographic data
suggesting at least 40,000m3 of sediment
in the navigation channel between
Deep-Go Dyke and the Parish Staithe
needs to be removed along with 5,000m3
from Catfield Dyke.
It would take a number of years to restore
the channel to the specified depth of
1.5m and a disposal site is needed first.
Discussions are underway with the owner
of a potential site.

who will be able to experience the historic
setting from a whole new perspective.”
Earlier in 2014 the Authority built a
new canoe launch point with parking at
Belaugh enabling canoeists to paddle past
Coltishall, Buxton and up to Aylsham.
Canoe trails are downloadable from
www.enjoythebroads.com
All canoeing facilities and maps have been
funded from National Park Grant.

Meanwhile the development of a small
scale project to remove up to 1000m3 of
sediment near Pleasure Boat dyke and
another 750m3 from Catfield Dyke, would
address siltation concerns in the short
term. Sediment is likely to be deposited
at Duck Island and a proposed erosion
protection site.
A small scale protection scheme near
Hill Common to repair localised erosion
and allow reed marsh to develop is also
in development subject to planning
permission and landowner consent.
The Authority is investigating the
possibility of a European project to fund
some of the work.
More information can be found at
thebroadsblog.blogspot.co.uk/2014/11/
hickling-broad-work-update.html
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Work on Breydon
The Broads Authority contracted divers
to help it remove a host of broken posts
which presented a hazard in Bure Mouth
at Great Yarmouth and to install two
demasting dolphins there.

New dredging
equipment for the Broads

The Authority’s construction team has
also replaced a number of broken channel
marker posts on Breydon Water.
A major project has started to reconstruct
the Turntide Jetty at the mouth of the
Rivers Yare and Waveney to prevent the
build-up of shoals, at a cost of £338,00.

Improvements planned at Turntide Jetty

The new wherry Gleaner under construction

New mooring on
the Lower Bure

The Broads Authority is continuing to
renew much of the plant and vessels it
took on when it bought the Griffin Lane
dockyard from May Gurney in 2008.

A 22m safety pontoon has been
installed this winter in the Lower Bure
near Runham in response to requests
for a place to drop masts before
reaching Great Yarmouth.

Much of the older equipment was given
at no charge to the Authority and it was
always known it had a limited life and
would need replacement.

Adrian Clarke, Senior Recreation
and Waterways Officer, said: “It has
taken some time to find a mooring
in this tidal area of the Bure because
we have been restricted by channel
depth and silted up margins at the
river’s edges. But we have finally
found a suitable position for two
pontoons with good visibility up
and downriver.”
A 40m section of mooring at
Boundary Farm and Thurne Mouth
will soon replace the previous
mooring which closed from
1 December when the lease finished.

A second new wherry, built to a bespoke
design by local naval architect Andrew
Wolstenholme, has arrived to transport
sediment dredged from the Broads to
other locations for reuse. Named Gleaner
after an old sailing wherry that carried
coal and goods into Norwich, she was
constructed in Ireland by John Kearney,
the builder of her sister wherry Iona which
was delivered to the Authority in 2013.
This new design of wherry is smaller
at 16.5m long and can carry up to 40
tonnes of sediment in the hold. It is
stable, manoeuvrable, has a small turning
circle and is small enough to navigate the
narrower rivers like the Chet and Ant.

Four of the old wherries which have given
good service have had to be retired. As a
result a third wherry of the same design as
Iona and Gleaner is being commissioned
with delivery at the end of 2015.
Also retiring is a steel hulled barge with a
crane mounted inside. Grab 7 has given
many years’ service removing sediment
from the Broads but due to her age and
condition she will no longer pass the
safety certification required to operate
her. The crane will be removed and her
spare parts recycled to help maintain the
other cranes.
The Authority is developing its plant and
equipment to meet the challenges that
the Broads environment sets. Grab 7 is
being replaced with a Doosan 360 long
reach excavator which will sit on linkflotes
and dredge using a new hydraulic clam
shell bucket. Grab dredging with cranes
will still feature within the Broads but a
move to the versatile 360 excavators is
facilitating our ambitious sediment
re-use projects.
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Moorings
improved
The Broads Authority has improved
18 free 24 hour moorings during the
past year.
Neatishead Staithe, Wroxham Broad
Island, Cockshoot, Paddy’s Lane, Langley
and 300 metres of mooring at St Benet’s
Abbey will have been re-surfaced by
March this year.

Dredging the River Chet

Dredging on target
Three dredging projects on the smaller
rivers are being carried out this winter.
The final stage of a three year winter
programme will complete the dredging
of the River Chet with the removal of
4,000m³ of silt between Pyes Mill and
Hardley Flood.
More than 6,600m³ of silt is being
removed from the River Ant between
How Hill and Irstead Staithe and ten
channel markers on Barton Broad are
being replaced.
Silt from the River Bure between Coltishall
and Horstead Lock is being pumped on to
agricultural land. When dry, the 3,000m³
of silt will be used for growing crops.

Between Belaugh and Coltishall 2,000m³
of mud is to be dredged and used to
restore river banks.
During the year 18,000m³ of mud has
been dredged between Thurne Mouth
and Ant Mouth with 400m³ taken out
between Thurne Mouth and Thurne Dyke.
On the River Waveney 12,000m³ has been
dredged from bends near Burgh St Peter
and 4,000m³ has been removed from
shoals at both ends of Haddiscoe Cut.
By the end of the financial year it is
expected that the Broads Authority will
have achieved its annual target to remove
at least 50,000m³ of sediment.

At How Hill 300 metres of mooring
and 60 metres at Commissioners Cut,
Whitlingham are due for major path
refurbishments. More than 150 metres
of quay heading has been repaired at
Thorpe River Green and Aldeby 24 hour
moorings while at Somerleyton 60 metres
of capping has been replaced. Footpaths
at North Cove, Worlingham and Beccles
moorings have also been improved.
Fendering, safety chains and mooring
posts have been replaced at Somerton, St
Olaves and Cantley moorings. At Horning
a grab rail has been fitted at water level
linking it to safety ladders.
Landscaping and improvement work have
been carried out at Potter Heigham Bridge
Green, Potter Heigham staithe and dinghy
park. New bridge height gauge boards
have been installed at St Olaves, Wayford,
Great Yarmouth and Acle.
Three new electric pillars have been
installed at Norwich Yacht Station and
new, modern pillars have been fitted at
Reedham, Wroxham and Stokesby.
Tree work has been carried out at
Rockland Dyke, the River Chet, Ranworth
Dam, and the Upper Bure and Waveney
with the help of volunteers.

Protect the environment and your boat
New research from the University of
East Anglia, Cambridge University,
Imperial College London and
University College London shows that
copper and zinc used as biocides in
antifouling paint are building up in
the Broads.
To avoid this, follow the guidance
below from the Green Blue:
• Select a marina, club or boatyard
with a washdown facility that
collects residues and washdown.

• Take advice to select the right type
of antifouling for your area
and boat.
• Use water-based paints, low Volatile
Organic Compounds (VOC) paints or
less damaging bottom paints such as
vinyl, silicone or Teflon.
For more information visit
www.thegreenblue.org.uk/boat_users/
antifoul_and_invasive_species/boater_
best_practice_antifoul.aspx
The Broads Authority has also
been trialling less damaging
antifouling paint.

As a result the Authoity recommend
Epifanes Foul-Away, a self-polishing
paint free from copper, tin and
biocides, and designed for freshwater.
Other paints are reviewed on the
Green Blue website.
The Authority’s Sustainable
Development Fund contributed more
than £20,000 to the washdown system
at Cox’s Boatyard on the River Ant
and Galleon Mooring and Storage on
the River Waveney. Both now offer
collection systems which remove toxic
chemicals from hull wash water and
bilge water.
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Census shows more boats out on the Broads
The four yearly boat census has shown
that more people are out on the water
with canoes and rowing boats seeing
the biggest increase.

busiest areas followed by Irstead Staithe,
Thurne Mouth and Oulton Broad.
A surge in the popularity of canoeing
has helped push the numbers of rowing
boats and canoes up from 282 in the
2010 census to 446 in 2014. Most
popular spots for canoeing and rowing
were Horning, Oulton Broad and Caen
Meadow above Wroxham bridge.

A total of 11,933 vessels were recorded
on the rivers over three days in August
2014 compared to 11,728 on the same
days four years ago.
The census also showed that the
northern rivers carried 73%.

The census, which started in 1986,
takes place every four years on the third

Wroxham and Horning remained the

Pylons removed
on the River
Waveney

Sunday in August and the following
Tuesday and Thursday to determine
trends in boat numbers and usage.
The information identifies the areas
which need to be patrolled regularly,
where moorings are needed and helps
officers tailor the dredging programme
to meet boaters’ needs.
A full report will shortly appear in the
committee section of our website.

New scheme
to stamp out
boat crime
Suffolk Police has developed an
initiative to help prevent boat
crime and protect your vessel.
The scheme, called Boatshield,
gives owners access to a specialist
network to share information and
get expert crime prevention advice
tailored to their needs.

A 9m pylon being cut down at Barsham Marshes

It aims to reduce the number
of incidents by encouraging
members to improve security and
report on suspicious activity.

Three 9m steel pylons which were erected
on the River Waveney to ensure sailing
boats could pass underneath the power
lines safely have been taken down as part
of an undergrounding project.

There are also dedicated
information points set up under
the scheme where members can
pick up expert help and advice to
keep their boats secure.

UK Power Networks has replaced more
than 10km of overhead cables and more
than 100 timber poles with underground
cables which now run under the river
at Barsham near Beccles. The £1.7
million project has been one of the
most ambitious and technically difficult

Remember Check, clean
and dry!

undergrounding projects ever to be
undertaken in the Broads.
The money was provided by regulator
Ofgem which takes a small annual sum
from every customer to underground
overhead lines in National Parks and Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Overhead
lines at St Benet’s and Buckenham
marshes have already had their overhead
lines undergrounded as part of the
scheme.

Boat owners are reminded to take the
‘check, clean dry’ advice to help stop the
spread of alien species in the Broads.
Invasive non-native species pose a severe
threat to biodiversity and it is critical to
avoid the spread by checking your boat
and equipment for invaders before leaving

More information on the scheme
and how to join it can be found
on the Suffolk Constabulary
website at www.suffolk.
police.uk/aboutus/ourservices/
joinawatchscheme/marinewatch/
boatshieldscheme.aspx

a waterway, cleaning everything and
making sure it is all dry.
For more information see the online
leaflet here
www.broads-authority.gov.uk/
checkcleandry
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The vital safety net

Navigation
Committee
members welcomed
The Navigation Committee will be
welcoming eight members following
a comprehensive and successful
selection process.
A total of 13 candidates were
interviewed by a panel chaired by
John Edmonds, former Chairman
of the Inland Waterways Advisory
Council, and including Authority
Chairman Stephen Johnson, Richard
Card, Chairman of the Norfolk and
Suffolk Boating Association (NSBA)
and Alan Morgan representing the
British Marine Federation (BMF).
The following candidates were
recommended for appointment.

A training session for Hemsby Inshore Rescue Service

The Broads provides a safe environment
for boating but when the unexpected
happens there is a vital safety net.
The Broads Authority’s rangers are backed
up by four lifeboats from Gorleston RNLI
and the independent Hemsby Inshore
Rescue Service.
The volunteer crew, most of whom have
full-time jobs, are on call 24/7, 365 days
of the year, as well as training twice a
week.
Hemsby Inshore Rescue Service, based on
Hemsby beach, serves the Broads and the
coast between Sea Palling and Caister-onSea, up to six miles offshore.

ill or were injured on boats to locations
where they could be picked up by
ambulances, rescuing people who had
fallen in and helping boats that had been
set adrift by vandals, sunk or broken
down.
On Breydon Water and the Southern
Broads Gorleston RNLI backs up the
Broads Authority’s boat ‘Spirit of Breydon’
with three lifeboats – a fast, three-man
Rigid Inflatable Boat, a two-man rescue
boat on a trailer and a six-man, allweather, self-righting lifeboat which is
also used for North Sea rescues.

Its 18 crew members, both men and
women, range in age from 18 to the
85-year-old Chairman Maurice Watts who
has been serving for 28 years.

The crew of 23 includes two sets of
fathers and sons and a husband and wife
who met serving on the lifeboat. They all
live within minutes of the lifeboat station
and have a six-minute response time
when called out by the coastguard.

Their 20 call-outs on the Broads this
season included taking people who fell

Gorleston RNLI has attended 39 call-outs
over the last year.

Outdoors Festival
celebrates fifth birthday

festival takes place from 2 May to 17 May
and will launch with the Horning Boat
Show.

The Broads Outdoors Festival celebrates
its fifth birthday in 2015 with another
fortnight of events showcasing what the
area has to offer.

More than a hundred events will entice
people to get out on the Broads at what is
a relatively quiet time of the year.

Sponsored by Hoseasons and Archant the

For more information go to
www.outdoorsfestival.co.uk

Under category A (after consultation
with bodies representing the owners
of pleasure craft available for hire or
reward): James Knight (nominated
by the BHBF and BMF) and Michael
Whitaker (nominated by the BHBF
and BMF).
Category B (after consultation with
bodies representing nationally the
owners of private pleasure craft):
Nicky Talbot (nominated by the NSBA
and Royal Yachting Association).
Category C (after consultation with
bodies representing the owners of
private pleasure craft which use any
part of the Broads): Brian Wilkins
(nominated by the NSBA and RYA).
Category D (after consultation with
bodies representing persons who
are likely to be required to pay ship,
passenger or goods dues): Linda
Aspland and William Dickson.
Category E (after consultation with
bodies representing other users of
the navigation area): Max Heron
(nominated by British Rowing and the
Eastern Region Rowing Council).
Group F (after consultation with the
Great Yarmouth Port Authority): Alan
Goodchild.
The views of both the Navigation
Committee and consultee interest
groups will be sought on these
recommendations before the Broads
Authority makes the final decision at
its meeting on 20 March 2015.
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