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Introduction

The Norfolk and Suffolk Broads are a nationally
unique mosaic of gentle landform, habitats, lakes
and rivers. Much of the area forms the flood plains
of the main rivers of the Bure, Yare and Waveney
with their associated tributaries. Those people
who live, work and visit the Broads will know that
the area exhibits markedly different landscape
characteristics throughout the 303 square
kilometres that the area covers.

This document is in in two parts. The first section
summarises those physical processes which have
shaped and moulded the landscape for humans
to ultimately manipulate and exploit to create the
landscape we see today.

The second part analyses the current Broads
landscape, setting out the key landscape features
and elements throughout the area which gives

an area it's unique sense of place. This analysis
has used a process called Landscape Character
Assessment (LCA). LCA is simply an accepted
method of identifying and describing variation

in character of the landscape. 31 individual
character areas have been identified in the Broads
through this process..

The document also describes a series of landscape
types of which there are 13 within the Broads.
Landscape types are distinct types of landscape
that are relatively homogeneous in character.
They are generic in nature in that they may occur
in different areas, but wherever they occur they
share broadly similar combinations of geology,
topography, drainage patterns, vegetation,
historical land use, and settlement pattern.

In undertaking the assessment process we have
sought to reflect the relationship between people
and place, and the part it plays in forming the
setting to our everyday lives. The Broads landscape,
as with any other landscape, is a product of the
interaction of the natural and cultural components
of our environment, and how they are understood
and experienced by people.

The process of LCA follows a well-established
process developed over many years. By setting
down a robust, auditable and transparent
baseline LCA not only helps us to understand our
landscapes, it also assists in informing judgements
and decisions concerning the management of
change.

The original landscape character assessment was
completed in 2006, was subsequently added to in
2012 and updated and edited in 2016 as part of a
second stage Heritage Lottery bid.

Many individuals have made contributions to this
document. Full details of the individual credits,
sources of information and useful websites can be
found in Section 4.
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