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Risk, Audit and Governance Committee 
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Agenda item number 7 

Internal Audit Annual Report and Opinion 
2024/25 
Report by Head of Internal Audit 

Summary 
This report provides the Authority with the Head of Internal Audit’s annual opinion for 
2024/25 on the overall adequacy and effectiveness of the Authority’s framework of 
governance, risk management and control. 

Recommendations 
 

i. Receives and considers the contents of the Annual Opinion Report of the Head of 
Internal Audit. 

ii. Notes that a ‘Reasonable’ audit opinion has been given in relation to the framework of 
governance, risk management and control for the year ended 31March 2025. 

iii. Notes that the opinions expressed together with significant matters arising from 
internal audit work and contained within this report should be given due consideration 
when developing and reviewing the Authority’s Annual Governance Statement for 
2024/25. 

iv. Notes the outcomes of the Internal Audit’s performance measures and the Quality 
Assurance and Improvement Programme (QAIP). 

1. Introduction 
1.1. In line with the Global Internal Audit Standards in the UK Public Sector an annual 

opinion should be generated which concludes on the overall adequacy and 
effectiveness of the organisation’s framework of governance, risk management and 
control. 

1.2. The Annual Report should include where relevant: - 

• An opinion on the overall adequacy and effectiveness of the Authority’s 
governance, risk management and internal control environment. 
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• Disclose any qualifications to that opinion, together with the reasons for the
qualification.

• Detail a summary of the audit work from which the opinion is derived, including
reliance placed on work by other assurance bodies.

• Any control weakness considered by the Head of Internal Audit to be relevant to
the preparation of the AGS.

• A summary of the work undertaken during the year to support the opinion,
including any reliance placed on the work of other assurance bodies.

• An overall summary of the performance of the Internal Audit Service against its
performance indicators.

• The results of the internal audit quality assurance programme, including details
of compliance with Internal Audit Standards.

1.3. The Head of Internal Audit can provide a ‘reasonable’ opinion (positive) on the 
framework of governance, risk management and control at the Broads Authority for 
2024/25. 

Author: Teresa Sharman 

Date of report: 09 July 2025 

Broads Plan strategic objectives: All 

Appendix 1 – Internal Audit Annual Opinion Report 2024/25 

https://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/443877/Broads-Plan-2022-27.pdf
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