
  

Sustainable maize growing with the aid of strip tillage
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Strip tillage

 Minimal soil disturbance, but enough depth for 
maize to access nutrients, enough tilth

 Reduced cultivation costs and fuel use
 Residues from previous crop can protect from 

wind blow
 Low disturbance conserves soil carbon
 Requires glyphosate or similar, followed by 

standard pre-em/post-em herbicides



  

Oekosem rotary strip till



  

Duro strip till



  



  



  

 Select machine type to suit soil type – on heavy 
wet land use RTK to make strips first (possibly 
with digestate injection), and drill later.

 A deep tine enables maize root to explore 
volume of soil for nutrients – lower additional N 
requirement

 Some soil types and conditions are difficult for 
strip tillage, especially after beet/potatoes when 
there is little surface soil structure; use 
inversion tillage.

 Light, shallow cultivation to incorporate 
digestate or slurry negates some benefits


