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Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: 
Planning Application for Compartment 9 Phase 2

(Acle Bridge to Bridge Farm) 
Report by Senior Waterways and Recreation Officer  

Summary:  This report provides members with a summary of Broadland 
Environmental Services Ltd’s (BESL’s) planning application for Phase 
2 of the flood defence works in Compartment 9 between Acle Bridge 
and Bridge Farm on the true left bank of the River Bure. The report 
also outlines officers’ views on the planning application upon which 
members’ comments are welcomed. 

1 Background 

1.1 Compartment 9 is located on the true left bank of the River Bure between 
Boundary Farm Dyke and Stokesby.  The flood defences in the compartment 
are provided by approximately 8.5km of earth floodbanks which provide 
defences for approximately 1,800ha of agricultural land the majority of which 
is grazing marsh.  The Compartment also contains residential properties and 
business premises including Bridges Stores and Electrical Testing Ltd at Acle 
Bridge.  Planning permission for the majority of the works in the Compartment 
was granted by the Broads Authority in April 2011 but a section of flood 
defences between Acle Bridge and Bridge Farm was removed from the 
original planning application due to objections from the landowner.  While 
accepting this approach the Broads Authority’s Planning Committee 
requested that BESL submit a further planning application to deal with the 
section of flood defences at the earliest opportunity.

1.2 The landowners objections to the original application related to the distance of 
rollback proposed on his land and the fact that BESL’s original planning 
application proposed the construction of a crest piled wall in front of the 
Electrical Testing premises rather than installing new piling and maintaining
existing piles on the frontage as the flood defence. 

1.3 Since that time there has been ongoing discussion between BESL and the 
landowner concerned and the works proposed in this planning application 
although similar in scope to BESL’s original proposals have been agreed with 
the landowner.

2 The Proposed Works 

2.1 The works detailed in the planning application comprise two discrete 
elements:
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(i) Rolling back the floodbank from the river’s edge immediately 
downstream of the Electrical Testing premises to create a 7m rond 
between the river’s edge and the toe of the floodbank. To facilitate this 
BESL is proposing to infill the existing soke dyke and excavate a new 
soke dyke and pond area in the marsh behind the bank (see drawing at 
appendix 1).  The scale of the rollback has been reduced from the 
original design as this was one of the landowner’s concerns.  After the 
new rollback bank has established BESL is proposing to remove the 
existing piling on the frontage and reprofile the river’s edge to create a 
vegetated rond.  This element of the works will be dealt with in a 
separate planning application. 

(ii) In the area of the Electrical Testing premises to construct a timber clad 
crest pile wall running between the buildings and the boatyard basin 
linking the rollback bank with the road bridge abutments.  In the area 
immediately adjacent to the bridge the wall will be covered with an 
earth bank and the surfacing graded to provide replacement car 
parking for the business (see drawing at appendix 2).  The removal of 
frontage piling will be dealt with in a separate planning application. 

3 Impact of the Proposals on Navigation and Mooring 

3.1 The majority of the flood defence between Acle Bridge and Bridge Farm has a 
piled frontage which provides erosion protection to the bank.  The area is 
identified in the Broads Authority’s Moorings audit as private long term 
mooring, although no mooring has taken place in this area for some time. The 
landowner also currently maintains signs on the piling indicating that there is 
no public mooring available.  Further, up to 70m of the piles immediately 
upstream of Bridge Farm are in such a dilapidated condition that the area is 
marked as a potential hazard to navigation and officers consider  that mooring 
would not be advisable in this location.

3.2 In discussions with BESL the landowner has confirmed that he does not wish 
to use any of the piling for mooring or accept liability for its ongoing 
maintenance once the flood defence works are completed.  This means that 
the piling will effectively be redundant once the rollback bank has established. 
BESL has therefore indicated that it will include the piling in a future 
application for piling removal in Compartment 9 once it is satisfied that the 
new flood defences have established. 

3.4 Given the condition of some of the existing piling and the fact that the whole 
piled edge is likely to continue to deteriorate over time as the landowner does 
not wish take on liability for its ongoing maintenance officers accept that its 
eventual removal would be sensible.
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4 Conclusions 

4.1 Officers are mindful of the fact that the proposals in this planning application 
have been developed in consultation with the landowner and welcome the fact 
that this application will complete the flood defence works for Compartment 9. 
Provided that matters relating to the methodology of piling removal, channel 
marking and erosion monitoring post piling removal are covered by 
appropriate planning conditions officers do not propose to object to this 
application.  

Background papers: Nil 
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Appendices: APPENDIX 1 Plan detailing rollback works. 
APPENDIX 2 Plan detailing crest pile wall 






