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Remains of the Chet Boat. 

The Broads Authority and its partners 
have been awarded £2.43 million by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to deliver 
38 projects over the next five years. 
One of the key aims of the Water, 
Mills and Marshes programme is to 
engage with local students in schools 
and colleges and make them aware 
of the special qualities of the Broads 
landscape on their doorstep.

An iconic project will be the 
reconstruction of the Chet Boat 
using the tools and skills available 
900 years ago. The remains of the 
boat were unearthed during flood 
alleviation works in 2013. Almost 
entirely complete, the remains of 
the vessel were transported to the 
York Archaeological Trust where 
they were photographed, measured, 
drawn and placed in preservation.

Initial estimates by local 
archaeologists and wood 
technologists placed the age of 
the vessel to late or post medieval 
period, based on its design and 
construction. However, radio 
carbon dating indicates it is likely to 
date from AD1050 to 1150. There 
is no evidence of a similar sized 
vessel of this type in the published 
archaeological record. This vessel 
may be the earliest of its kind found 
in Norfolk and could provide a link 
to the boat design and construction 
methods of the Norse boat builders.

The aim of the project is to 
reconstruct a full size replica of 
the original Chet Boat capable of 
being sailed around the Broads, 
using the original hull plan, with the 
construction process documented in 

film and access to the workshops for 
the public and schools to view the 
construction.

Another project that has attracted 
significant attention is the restoration 
of 12 drainage mills. The early 
surveying stage using laser scanning 
has generated stunning 3D images 
which have been featured on BBC 
Look East and in the Eastern  
Daily Press.

If you would like to be involved 
please visit the following website to 
find out more: 
www.watermillsandmarshes.org.uk

Special offer on page 3
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Broads navigation works for 2018
In April 2017 major changes were 
introduced to the Authority’s 
charging structure. The impact 
has been monitored carefully and 
the income has been ahead of the 
budget throughout the year. A more 
than 20% decline in small private 
motor boats between 2008 and 
2015 has been reversed with a 10% 
increase while the number of larger 
vessels has not changed significantly.

This combined with a small increase 
in the number of hired motor 
cruisers has  put the Authority’s 

finances in a stronger position than 
had been anticipated. A range of 
options for Tolls in 2018-19 were put 
to the members of the Navigation 
Committee to consider and their 
recommendation of an across the 
board increase for 2018-19 in line 
with inflation was accepted by the 
Broads Authority. 

The additional revenue, above that 
required to maintain the present level 
of service, will be used to purchase 
plant and equipment for bankside 
tree and scrub management and  
new safety speed signs (following 

a successful trial in 2017) to help 
combat speeding which can lead to 
erosion of the banks.

Examples of the charges for next 
year for some of the most numerous 
categories and sizes of boats are as 
follows:

Private sailing craft (£8.24 per m2)

Small private sailing craft (5m2 and 
under) will pay £41.20 for the year 
– an increase of £1.20

Larger sailing craft (11m2 ) will pay 
£90.64 for the year  
– an increase of £2.64

Private motorised sailing craft 
(£9.79 per m2)

Motorised sailing craft (11m2 ) will 
pay £107.69  
– an increase of £3.19

Private motor craft (£13.24 per m2)

Small private motor boat (5m2 and 
under) will pay £66.20 for the year 
– an increase of £1.95

Larger private motor boat (11m2) will 
pay £145.64 for the year  – an 
increase of £4.29

Large private motor boat (38m2) will 
pay £503.12 for the year  – an 
increase of £14.82

Speed 
Monitoring App
Boat users whose vessels are not 
fitted with a specific GPS device for 
calculating speed can download 
a number of apps, some of which 
are free, to indicate vessel speed. 
These apps can be a helpful device 
to calculate speed, however users 
need to ensure the apps they use are 
accurate, for example displays may 
show 4mph when a boat is travelling 
at 4.9mph (only moving to show 
5mph once 5mph is reached). If in 
any doubt boaters should remember 
that 4mph is a fast walking speed 
with 6mph a jogging speed. If app 
users have any queries, the ranger 
team are available to give advice and 
help on the subject.

Columbia Sportswear offer
The Broads Authority and the 14 
National Park Authorities in the 
UK have signed a partnership 
agreement with Columbia 
Sportswear, a company based 
in Portland Oregon, USA. It is 
a family business gone global 
founded by German nationals who 
fled Nazi Germany in 1938. They 
purchased a small hat company 
upon their arrival in Portland and 
named it Columbia Hat Company, 
after the river that inspired their 
new home. Today they are a global 
company well known in the US, 
China and Europe but currently 
with a lower profile in the UK.

The agreement provides free 
outdoor clothing for over 2,000 
staff working in the 15 National 
Parks over 5 years along with a 
programme of regular high profile 
coverage in the press promoting 
the National Parks, the rangers 
and staff who work within them, 

and the clothing that they wear. 
The company’s motto is ‘Tested 
Tough’ and our front line staff will 
be putting it through its paces and 
providing feedback to Columbia 
on potential improvements.

We have negotiated a special 
arrangement for our 10,000 
boat owners to give you the 
opportunity to get your hands on 
some seriously impressive outdoor 
clothing with a 20% discount! To 
take advantage of this great offer, 
go to:

www.columbiasportswear.
co.uk and use the promo code 
BROADSHEET20 at checkout.

Offer valid between 19th March 
and 1st April 2018

10% of all sales using this offer will 
go directly back to UK National 
Parks, helping to support and 
promote Britain’s best-loved 
landscapes.  

About the Heritage 
Lottery Fund
Thanks to National Lottery players, 
The Heritage Lottery Fund invests 
money to help people across the 
UK explore, enjoy and protect the 
heritage they care about - from 

the archaeology under our feet to 
the historic parks and buildings we 
love, from precious memories and 
collections to rare wildlife.  
www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
and use #HLFsupported and 
#NationalLottery

Broads Briefing
If you would like regular updates 
about Broads Authority activity 
and the latest news about the 
Broads National Park subscribe 
to the Broads Briefing. Simply 
type in this link buff.ly/2Czk1oV 
register your email address and 
you will get the monthly update 
written by John Packman, 
Chief Executive of the Broads 
Authority delivered to your 
inbox every month.

The now decommissioned Grab 7 dredging crane returning to the Broads Authority Dockyard.

The pilot of this speeding vessel was recently 
prosecuted resulting in a substantial fine.

Private Motor Boat Fleet 2016-17 (as at 30 Sept)

Size m2 2016 2017 Change

1-10 1646 1820 174

11-20 1895 1893 -2

21-30 1604 1609 5

31-40 870 882 12

41-50 374 370 -4

51-60 67 63 -4

61-70 16 14 -2

71-80 2 4 2

81-90 3 3 0

91-100 2 2 0

101-110 1 2 1

Total 6480 6662 182



2 3

Broads navigation works for 2018
In April 2017 major changes were 
introduced to the Authority’s 
charging structure. The impact 
has been monitored carefully and 
the income has been ahead of the 
budget throughout the year. A more 
than 20% decline in small private 
motor boats between 2008 and 
2015 has been reversed with a 10% 
increase while the number of larger 
vessels has not changed significantly.

This combined with a small increase 
in the number of hired motor 
cruisers has  put the Authority’s 

finances in a stronger position than 
had been anticipated. A range of 
options for Tolls in 2018-19 were put 
to the members of the Navigation 
Committee to consider and their 
recommendation of an across the 
board increase for 2018-19 in line 
with inflation was accepted by the 
Broads Authority. 

The additional revenue, above that 
required to maintain the present level 
of service, will be used to purchase 
plant and equipment for bankside 
tree and scrub management and  
new safety speed signs (following 

a successful trial in 2017) to help 
combat speeding which can lead to 
erosion of the banks.

Examples of the charges for next 
year for some of the most numerous 
categories and sizes of boats are as 
follows:

Private sailing craft (£8.24 per m2)

Small private sailing craft (5m2 and 
under) will pay £41.20 for the year 
– an increase of £1.20

Larger sailing craft (11m2 ) will pay 
£90.64 for the year  
– an increase of £2.64

Private motorised sailing craft 
(£9.79 per m2)

Motorised sailing craft (11m2 ) will 
pay £107.69  
– an increase of £3.19

Private motor craft (£13.24 per m2)

Small private motor boat (5m2 and 
under) will pay £66.20 for the year 
– an increase of £1.95

Larger private motor boat (11m2) will 
pay £145.64 for the year  – an 
increase of £4.29

Large private motor boat (38m2) will 
pay £503.12 for the year  – an 
increase of £14.82

Speed 
Monitoring App
Boat users whose vessels are not 
fitted with a specific GPS device for 
calculating speed can download 
a number of apps, some of which 
are free, to indicate vessel speed. 
These apps can be a helpful device 
to calculate speed, however users 
need to ensure the apps they use are 
accurate, for example displays may 
show 4mph when a boat is travelling 
at 4.9mph (only moving to show 
5mph once 5mph is reached). If in 
any doubt boaters should remember 
that 4mph is a fast walking speed 
with 6mph a jogging speed. If app 
users have any queries, the ranger 
team are available to give advice and 
help on the subject.

Columbia Sportswear offer
The Broads Authority and the 14 
National Park Authorities in the 
UK have signed a partnership 
agreement with Columbia 
Sportswear, a company based 
in Portland Oregon, USA. It is 
a family business gone global 
founded by German nationals who 
fled Nazi Germany in 1938. They 
purchased a small hat company 
upon their arrival in Portland and 
named it Columbia Hat Company, 
after the river that inspired their 
new home. Today they are a global 
company well known in the US, 
China and Europe but currently 
with a lower profile in the UK.

The agreement provides free 
outdoor clothing for over 2,000 
staff working in the 15 National 
Parks over 5 years along with a 
programme of regular high profile 
coverage in the press promoting 
the National Parks, the rangers 
and staff who work within them, 

and the clothing that they wear. 
The company’s motto is ‘Tested 
Tough’ and our front line staff will 
be putting it through its paces and 
providing feedback to Columbia 
on potential improvements.

We have negotiated a special 
arrangement for our 10,000 
boat owners to give you the 
opportunity to get your hands on 
some seriously impressive outdoor 
clothing with a 20% discount! To 
take advantage of this great offer, 
go to:

www.columbiasportswear.
co.uk and use the promo code 
BROADSHEET20 at checkout.

Offer valid between 19th March 
and 1st April 2018

10% of all sales using this offer will 
go directly back to UK National 
Parks, helping to support and 
promote Britain’s best-loved 
landscapes.  

About the Heritage 
Lottery Fund
Thanks to National Lottery players, 
The Heritage Lottery Fund invests 
money to help people across the 
UK explore, enjoy and protect the 
heritage they care about - from 

the archaeology under our feet to 
the historic parks and buildings we 
love, from precious memories and 
collections to rare wildlife.  
www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
and use #HLFsupported and 
#NationalLottery

Broads Briefing
If you would like regular updates 
about Broads Authority activity 
and the latest news about the 
Broads National Park subscribe 
to the Broads Briefing. Simply 
type in this link buff.ly/2Czk1oV 
register your email address and 
you will get the monthly update 
written by John Packman, 
Chief Executive of the Broads 
Authority delivered to your 
inbox every month.

The now decommissioned Grab 7 dredging crane returning to the Broads Authority Dockyard.

The pilot of this speeding vessel was recently 
prosecuted resulting in a substantial fine.

Private Motor Boat Fleet 2016-17 (as at 30 Sept)

Size m2 2016 2017 Change

1-10 1646 1820 174

11-20 1895 1893 -2

21-30 1604 1609 5

31-40 870 882 12

41-50 374 370 -4

51-60 67 63 -4

61-70 16 14 -2

71-80 2 4 2

81-90 3 3 0

91-100 2 2 0

101-110 1 2 1

Total 6480 6662 182



4 5

CANAPE 

The Broads Authority is the lead 
partner in the €5.5 million project 
known as CANAPE (Creating 
A New Approach to Peatland 
Ecosystems). The project will receive 
over €700,000 from the European 
Regional Development Fund and 
will enable the Broads Authority 
to continue to deliver its ‘Hickling 
Vision’. The funding will also aim 
to find economic peatland uses 
while also using healthy peatlands 
in the Broads National Park to help 
regulate global climate change as 
the peat naturally absorbs CO2 from 
the atmosphere when correctly 
maintained. 

Senior Ecologist for the Broads 
Authority, Andrea Kelly (shown Left) 

said of the partnership,

“This is an opportunity to share 
our experiences with the CANAPE 
partners and discuss our projects 
which tackle the wider benefits of 
peatlands including carbon and water 
management as well as new potential 
economic benefits.”

Partners described their recent 
site visits as ‘highly important’ and 
‘an opportunity for cooperation’. 
Peter Hahn (shown above) from the 
Ministry of Environment and Food in 
Denmark, said,

“This is a valuable opportunity to 
exchange knowledge and most 
importantly to have a really positive 
impact upon climate change.”

Acle Bridge
In August the Broads Authority 
purchased a site on the north west 
side of Acle Bridge to secure the 
moorings for public use. The site 
has approximately 620m of river 
frontage, of which an estimated 
200m is piled. The immediate priority 
after the purchase was to carry out 
essential repairs such as filling in 
holes and replacing mooring posts so 
that it could be opened to the public 
as a free 24 hour mooring.

The adjacent public toilets owned 
by Great Yarmouth Borough Council 
are currently closed as is the shop/
cafe and the Broads Authority will be 
looking at the options for investing 
in the site to improve the facilities 
available to walkers along the 
Weavers’ Way and those mooring at 
the site.  

Apprentices
On the 25th September 2017 the 
Broads Authority welcomed three 
new apprentices to join their annual 
apprenticeship scheme. Alice Bushel, 

Ben Cooper and Helena Carter will 
be working with members of staff, 
volunteers and college invigilators 
over the next year to gain a level 2 
NVQ in countryside and conservation 
management, whilst learning a wealth 

of practical skills along the way. 
The trio will learn techniques which 
are vital in maintaining the Broads 
National Park and in doing so become 
ideal candidates for future Broads 
Authority vacancies. 

Water plants from Hickling Broad. CANAPE partners visiting the Broads.

Studio Bay, Hickling Broad

The new apprentices,  Alice Bushel, Ben Cooper and Helena Carter at the Broads Authority Dockyard.

CANAPE
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Riverside management
The Broads Authority has produced 
a five-year plan to guide their 
management of bankside vegetation. 
Riverside trees and plant life provide 
valuable habitat for mammals, birds 
and fish while also contributing 
to vital carbon storage. However 
management is essential to balance 
these conservation needs with the 
navigation interests of the sailing 
community. Sailors in the Broads 
require a reduction in bankside 
vegetation for the purposes of safe 

navigation and wind availability. To 
achieve this balance of interests the 
five-year plan looks at prioritisation, 
consultation and sensitive working 
practices. An example of this is the 
planned density reduction of woody 
species and the lowering of average 
heights, rather than the total removal 
of established riverside growth. 
The plan has been developed by 
Broads Authority’s construction, 
maintenance and environment staff, 
and rangers. 

The current programme started this 
winter and full details of the project 
can be found on the Broads Authority 
website:

www.broads-authority.gov.uk/
looking-after/managing-land-and-
water/riverside-tree-and-scrub-
management. We anticipate the need 
for further similar work in the future.

Right: Broads Authority rangers and volunteers 

working at Horstead Mill



6 7

Riverside management
The Broads Authority has produced 
a five-year plan to guide their 
management of bankside vegetation. 
Riverside trees and plant life provide 
valuable habitat for mammals, birds 
and fish while also contributing 
to vital carbon storage. However 
management is essential to balance 
these conservation needs with the 
navigation interests of the sailing 
community. Sailors in the Broads 
require a reduction in bankside 
vegetation for the purposes of safe 

navigation and wind availability. To 
achieve this balance of interests the 
five-year plan looks at prioritisation, 
consultation and sensitive working 
practices. An example of this is the 
planned density reduction of woody 
species and the lowering of average 
heights, rather than the total removal 
of established riverside growth. 
The plan has been developed by 
Broads Authority’s construction, 
maintenance and environment staff, 
and rangers. 

The current programme started this 
winter and full details of the project 
can be found on the Broads Authority 
website:

www.broads-authority.gov.uk/
looking-after/managing-land-and-
water/riverside-tree-and-scrub-
management. We anticipate the need 
for further similar work in the future.

Right: Broads Authority rangers and volunteers 

working at Horstead Mill



8

BROAD SHEET is available in large print or as audio • 01603 610734 

Insurance reminder 
Most boats, even dinghies with 
outboards, must have valid third 
party insurance for the entire period 
that they are kept or used in the 
navigation area or adjacent waters. 
The only exception is unpowered 
vessels with a block area of less 
than 6m. When you apply for an 
annual toll, or renew one, you must 
complete a declaration that you 
have appropriate insurance for your 
vessel. Each year the Authority sends 
enquiries to a selection of vessel 
owners to check whether vessels 
have valid cover.  

The requirements for any policy, 
in the navigation area or adjacent 

waters, are stipulated in the Broads 
Authority Act 2009 and cover risks 
including causing death, personal 
injury or damage to property. The 
current level of insurance cover 
required is at least £2 million. 

Insurance policies must be issued 
by an insurer authorised under 
the Financial Services and Markets 
Act 2000 in the UK, or an insurer 
authorised in a similar way by the 
laws of another EU country. Firms 
authorised in the UK to sell insurance 
should be regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA). Firms 
authorised to sell insurance in other 
EU countries and who do so into the 

UK market, should notify the FCA. 

There is a register of authorised firms 
at www.fca.org.uk/firms/financial-
services-register. Firms that the FCA 
has been told are providing regulated 
products or services without the 
correct authorisation are included in 
the register with prominent warnings. 
Please check any policy carefully and 
be especially alert if your insurance is 
offered by a provider outside the EU. 
For further advice, contact the FCA 
consumer helpline on 0800 111 6768.

The rules on insurance may change as 
a result of the UK leaving the EU. The 
Broads Authority will provide further 
information as it becomes available.

Looking after 
your interests
Upholding the byelaws is part of the 
Authority’s legal duty to protect the 
interests of navigation for the benefit 
of everyone, and it is sometimes 
necessary to bring prosecutions 
against those who infringe the 
byelaws. During the 2016/17 toll 
year the Authority was successful 
in 25 cases brought for toll and 
navigation offences; a further 13 
cases were withdrawn following 
payment of the appropriate toll 
and legal costs. In the 2017/18 toll 
year, at the time of writing, 35 court 
summonses had been issued for 
toll offences and five for navigation 
offences. 

Pay and display
Following an 18-month trial of 
plaqueless tolls and an assessment 
by the Tolls Review Group, the 
Authority no longer requires most 
vessels to display a toll plaque, 
so it is important that all vessels 
display their registration marks 
correctly. Registration marks are 
supplied by the tolls team at time 
of registration. Plaques will still 
be issued with short visit tolls 

purchased for visiting craft. 

Rangers use the marks to check 
details of tolls and Boat Safety 
Scheme certificates using a phone 
app. They will issue notices of 
contravention for vessels that do 
not comply with the guidelines for 
the display of registration marks.

For guidance go to www.broads-
authority.gov.uk/display-of-
registration-marks or contact the 
tolls team.
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