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Today’s event 

1.30  Welcome and presentation on land access 

2.00  Table session 1 - Land Access 

2.45  Tea break 

3.15  Briefing on moorings 

3.25  Table session 2 - Mooring Provision 

4.10  Round up and close  



Broads Integrated Access Strategy  

  

• Develop and implement schemes to upgrade 

and improve the network of access points 

and routes (where adverse effects can be 

prevented), linked to visitor facilities and 

including easier access for people with 

mobility and sensory needs 

 

• Implement Broads Angling Strategy action 

plan through partnership working and 

securing of additional resources 

 
(Broads Plan 2017) 

 



Key objectives 

• To improve links between land and water and  

to the water’s edge 

• To improve access links to local facilities, settlements 

and visitor destination points 

• To encourage sustainable travel choices and improve 

links between public transport provision and visitor 

destination points and access routes 

• To provide appropriate information and interpretation 
on access to recreational opportunities  



Constraints 

BA works 70% navigation 30% National Park Grant 
 

Current capacity – approx. 30km of path (2 annual cuts) 
 
Land ownership 
 

Access projects funded by NPG include slipways,  
canoe launches and angling facilities 
   
More projects that require ongoing maintenance = 
less capacity for new projects  



New facilities... 

... need ongoing maintenance 



 

Public Rights of Way  

and the changing climate 



Leisure activities undertaken on the Broads  
PBOs & residents 

% 

Walking is the most 
commonly undertaken 
activity by all users 

PBOs more likely than 
residents to participate in 
water-related activities  



Activities on the Broads 
Visitors 

% 

Walking, visiting heritage 
sites and day boat hire 
popular activities for 
visitors 







Green 
Infrastructure 
& Planning 
 
Andy Hutcheson 

Environment Manager 

(Green Infrastructure, 

Strategy & Advice) 

Norfolk County Council 
 

                                  



Green infrastructure (Gov.uk website)   

 

Green infrastructure is a network of multifunctional 

green space, urban and rural, which is capable of 

delivering a wide range of environmental and quality  

of life benefits for local communities. 

 

Green infrastructure is not simply an alternative 

description for conventional open space. As a  

network it includes parks, open spaces, playing fields, 

woodlands, but also street trees, allotments and  

private gardens. It can also include streams, canals  

and other water bodies and features such as green 

roofs and walls. 

  



Two components of GI: 
Access and biodiversity 



Greater Norwich Joint Core Strategy 

Policy 10: Locations for major growth or expanded communities in the Norwich 

Policy area 

Supporting text, para 6.24:  

“Provision of significant levels of local 

GI is essential to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of the proposed 

developments…” 

“It must also be sufficient in scale and 

type to ensure that there are no 

potential impacts on nearby sites of 

international biodiversity importance…” 



Working in partnership 
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1.1 The new 10 year Statement of Actions has a refreshed set of 

aims and objectives with a structure for annual delivery plans. 

We aim to create an easy to use, safe, healthy and sustainable way 

to enjoy the Norfolk coast and countryside. We will: 

 manage the countryside access network so that it is better able 

to meet the varying demands placed upon it. 

 increase public, economic and environmental benefit 

 actively seek the involvement of communities 

 take a collaborative and pragmatic approach to responsibilities 

and resources 

 increase investment in the countryside access network 

 
We will do this by delivering: 

 A well-managed Access Network.  We will establish a well- 

signed, maintained and accessible network of routes enabling 

access for all to the countryside. 

 A well connected Access Network. We will develop an 

integrated green infrastructure network that provides 

opportunities for all users; improving connectivity and all 

abilities access to the countryside. 

 A well-protected Natural and Historic Environment.  We 

will help protect the environment through managed access and 

improved understanding of Norfolk’s landscape, natural and 

 
built heritage. 

 A well promoted Access Network.  We will improve 

promotion and increase use of the network through the delivery 

of a communication plan promoting all abilities access to 

Norfolk’s outstanding countryside. 

 A well informed Access Network.  We will keep up to date 

web-based spatial and database information making best use of 

new technologies for use by professionals, residents and 

visitors. 

 A community Access Network. We will increase the 

involvement of communities in the development and 

management of their local access network. 

 A healthy Access Network. We will improve the health and 

wellbeing of Norfolk residents and visitors encouraging active 

travel initiatives and leisure 

use of the access network. 

 A valuable Access 

Network. We will maximise 

the economic benefits to 

Norfolk businesses that are 

generated by residents and 

visitors through enjoyment 

of the coast and countryside. 

 

Norfolk Access Improvement Plan 2018—2028 

1 Introduction: Refreshed aims and objectives 
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Norfolk Access Improvement Plan 2018—2028 

 

 

3 Future user needs: user groups | All Abilities Access 
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3.1.1 People with Mobility or Visual Impairments Access for All 

 
The network of public rights of way (PRoW) and trails should be, as 

far as possible, accessible to all types of user including the elderly, 

those with chronic health conditions including physical and mental 

disabilities, people with visual impairments and those with young 

families. 

The physical needs of these groups of people in relation to the 

countryside access network are identified by the existing Rights of 

Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) and the action plan pledges to 

identify and develop accessible routes as well as promoting these 

with partners. The Norfolk Health, Heritage and Biodiversity Walks 

developed between 2008 and 2011 ensured that each town provided 

some routes accessible to wheelchair and pushchair users. 

However, developing these walks highlighted the lack of accessible 

routes in the more rural locations and an obvious need to address 

this situation. Other circular walks and long distance trails have 

been upgraded in places to improve accessibility to more users but 

there are still gaps in the network and this is a high priority for the 

new NAIP. 

The new Norfolk Access Improvement Plan (NAIP) will explore the 

opportunities to promote the countryside access network to a wider 

range of users. For many, finding, accessing and understanding the 

information in front of them poses a challenge in the first instance 

and then there are issues of confidence, self-esteem and familiarity 

in going outdoors and venturing into the countryside. We need to 

build relationships with carers, groups and organisations that help 

and support people with chronic conditions so that they are given 

the best opportunities to discover and enjoy the countryside. 

Similarly we will need to find the most effective means of promoting 

the countryside access network to the elderly or those with young 

families. 

 
 

 

Priority actions 



 
 
 



 
 



Audit routes (PRoW and trails) to assess current provision for 

wider access such as surface condition and infrastructure 

suitability for wheelchairs and pushchairs or appropriateness of 

signage for users with visual impairments or mental health 

difficulties such as dementia. 

Conduct user needs assessments and undertake subsequent 

improvement of infrastructure and signage on trails and PRoW 

where needs are identified 

Develop promotional material suitable for a range of target 

users and ensure the website is accommodating for those who 

may have visual impairments. 

















Session 2: Mooring provision 



Mooring Strategy  

Criteria  Agreed standard 

Target  (mooring sites) 
Objective: Maintain as a minimum the present number  

of moorings (Moorings Audit) 

Distribution Max 30 minutes spacing 

Capacity and usage  Work to be carried out 

Tenure  
Seek to increase freehold sites to secure long-term  

future for use as 24-hour moorings 

Quality and design 
Use range of alternative designs dependant on site;  

high quality; minimal environmental impacts 

Other considerations 

Site availability (new moorings)  

Lease costs 

Piling liability - repiling costs for steel sheet piling approx. £1,000 pm 

General ongoing maintenance liabilities 



Thanks for  

your help 


